
1.

INT. DUNGEON-NIGHT

GYRO is crouched on the stone floor. On his left is a 
bookcase with old spell books and random potion ingredients 
in it. On his right is a table covered with notes and 
measuring untinsels. On the ground where Gyro stands is an 
intricately drawn circle. It is glowing faintly purple.

GYRO
Dagon, King of the Spirits of 
Darkness, I summon thee to assist 
me with a spell worthy of your 
power.

The air above Gyro's head darkens. A low humming is heard.

DAGON (V.O.)
What is it that you require, 
wizard?

GYRO
Your Majesty, I wish to use my 
sorcery to create a super warrior, 
but my magic isn't strong enough. I 
need the assistance of a powerful 
spirit. Such as yourself.

DAGON (V.O.)
Why are you wanting to create a 
warrior?

GYRO
Power, your Majesty. This kingdom 
has been under the rule of kings 
too long. The era of sorcery is at 
hand!

DAGON (V.O.)
I agree. You have impressed me, 
wizard. Let's begin creating this 
warrior. What did you have in mind?

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

The KING sits wearily on his throne, alone in the giant 
room. Everything is silent until a GUARD bursts into the 
room. 
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GUARD
Your Royal Highness! The queen! 
She's dead!

The King buries his face in his hands with a deep sigh. 

KING
May her soul rest peacefully. 
Guard, bring my daughter to me.

The guard bows and leaves the room. Soon, Princess ANYA 
 enters.

ANYA
Dad! Where's Mother? Will she be 
alright?

The king holds out his arms to his daughter.

KING
Anya, I'm sorry.

The princess runs to her father and falls to her knees at 
his feet. The king puts his hands on her shoulders 
comfortingly. The princess begins to cry.

KING
Anya, my dear. You need to be 
strong. We will miss your mother 
terribly, but that can't keep us 
from doing what needs to be done. 

The king stands up and lifts Anya to her feet.

KING
Come. Let me show you something.

The king leads Anya by the hand out of the great hall.

INT. NARROW HALLWAY-DAY

Anya looks around the dimly-lit hallway curiously. There is 
a wooden doorway at the end.

ANYA
Father? What are we doing here?
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KING
Patience, my sweet. 

The king pulls a key out of his robe and uses it on the 
wooden door. The door opens with a creak. The door opens to 
a simple closet, filled with brooms, mops, and dusters.

ANYA
The servant's broom closet? But 
why-

The king reaches up to the top shelf and pulls out a small 
black box. He smiles and winks at Anya as they close the 
door and walk away.

EXT. BALCONY-DAY

The king and his daughter are standing on the highest 
balcony of the castle, looking over the kingdom.

KING
Anya, my dear. There is something I 
should have told you a long time 
ago, while your mother was still 
with us. 

ANYA
Father?

KING
Anya, do you see that mountain over 
there in the distance?

ANYA
Yes. Isn't that Infinity Mountain?

KING
Yes, darling. Do you know what 
rests on top of that mountain?

ANYA
Father, everyone knows that.

KING
Humor me, daughter.
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ANYA
The Star of Infinity. It holds the 
balance of this world. It keeps us 
safe.

KING
That's right. 

ANYA
Father, what did you need to tell 
me?

KING
Anya, I want you to have this. It 
belonged to your mother.

The king holds out the black box and opens it. Inside is a 
necklace. 

ANYA
It's beautiful! It looks just like 
the Star of Infinity!

The king takes it out of the box and helps her put it on.

KING
Anya, you are part of an important 
legacy. As was your mother, and 
your grandmother, and so on.

ANYA
What kind of legacy?

KING
You come from a bloodline of 
protectors. This necklace signifies 
your duty to the Star.

ANYA
What do you mean duty, Father?

KING
If anything were to happen to the 
Star, our world would unravel. The 
Barrier that separates the Spirit 
realm from the Mortal realm would 
begin to dissolve. 
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ANYA
What would happen then?

KING
People who have long since passed 
could return to haunt the living. 
But there is a cost. If a spirit 
makes its way into the mortal 
realm, a mortal must be taken to 
the spirit realm to retain balance 
between the two worlds. Our world 
would begin to decay.

ANYA
That sounds awful!

KING
It is your job to make sure the 
Star remains safe. If the Star is 
in danger, you must save it. Can 
you do that for me?

ANYA
I'll do anything for you, Father.

KING
That's my girl. Your mother would 
be so proud.

ANYA
Father... I miss her.

KING
I do too, darling.

INT. DUNGEON-NIGHT

Gyro is pacing the floor, grinning devilishly. The darkened 
sphere hovers in the air above the circle on the ground. In 
a corner, there is someone slumped against the wall, 
breathing deeply.

GYRO
I'm so close! I can taste victory!
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DAGON (V.O.)
I hope it tastes delicious. If your 
plan fails, you could be a dead 
man.

GYRO
I can't fail! With a warrior this 
powerful, I am invincible!

DAGON (V.O.)
What kind of supernatural abilities 
have you used my power to give this 
warrior?

GYRO
I have not held back, Your Majesty. 
He is as strong as twenty men, and 
only needs to sleep three hours a 
week. He has the reflexes of a 
master warrior. He has teeth harder 
than diamonds, and a digestive 
system that can break down 
virtually any substance. He is 
perfect.

DAGON (V.O.)
He looks far too thin.

GYRO
That is to throw others off, 
Majesty. They won't expect him to 
be so strong.

DAGON (V.O.)
I just wonder why you didn't use 
these spells on yourself. You are 
craving power, are you not?

GYRO
Well, having all these supernatural 
abilities contained in one body is 
somewhat unhealthy. My warrior 
could develop some health problems 
because of it. I didn't want to 
have to deal with that.
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DAGON (V.O.)
That doesn't worry you?

GYRO
I'm a wizard. I'll just heal him 
when he needs it.

A groan is heard from the corner of the room. Gyro rushes 
to the figure crumpled in the corner.

GYRO
He's waking up!

The figure lifts his head and looks at Gyro and Dagon with 
tired eyes. 

GYRO
Excellent! I must name him. He will 
be called... Ivan.

IVAN
I... Ivan.

GYRO
Rise, my warrior! Demonstrate your 
great power!

IVAN slowly stands up, he cracks his neck threateningly. He 
takes a step forward, and promptly trips over his own feet, 
landing flat on the ground. There is a long pause.

DAGON (V.O.)
That would be funny if it weren't 
so sad.

GYRO
Perhaps he is just still tired. 
Come, Ivan! Get up!

Ivan picks himself up off the ground and shakes his head. 
He looks unsure of himself.

GYRO
Lift this table, Ivan. That should 
be easy enough.

DAGON (V.O.)
Gyro, I'm not sure that's a good-



8.

Ivan takes hold of the table and lifts it roughly. It slips 
out of his hands and crashes to the ground behind him.

IVAN
Ah, sorry, Master. It was lighter 
than it looked.

Gyro slaps his forehead with his hand.

GYRO
I asked for a supernatural warrior, 
and instead I got a supernatural 
klutz! This is your fault, Dagon! 

The room darkens. The low humming is heard again, along 
with a faint rumbling sound.

DAGON (V.O.)
You dare accuse me of failure? Have 
you any idea who you're dealing 
with?!

Glass bottles begin to shatter. Ivan ducks behind the 
overturned table.

GYRO
Of- of course not, Your Majesty! 
Forgive my outburst, this is my 
fault entirely! I forgot my place.

DAGON (V.O.)
Yes. You did. Lucky for you, I am a 
very forgiving person. I must leave 
now. Summon me again when you have 
something WORTH doing.

The room becomes light again, and Dagon disappears. The 
humming and rumbling stops. Ivan peeks out over the edge of 
the table. Gyro sees him and grimaces.

GYRO
Get over here, you!

Ivan hurries over to Gyro, slipping on the stone floor 
once. He salutes Gyro.

IVAN
Sir!
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GYRO
Put your hand down, Stupid. Sigh. 
Look at you. You're no warrior. 
I've failed again... Here.

Gyro reaches out a hand to Ivan's neck. Small sparks fly 
from his fingertips. Ivan yelps and takes a step back, 
putting a hand to his neck. After a bit, he takes his hand 
away. We can see that Ivan's neck now has a black collar on 
it.

IVAN
S-sir? What was that?

GYRO
That's an obedience collar. Do as I 
say, and you will be fine. Disobey 
me, and you'll burn. Understood?

IVAN
Y-yessir.

EXT. COURTYARD-DAY

Everyone is dressed in black. The king and the princess are 
present, along with some subjects with high status. Gyro is 
there as well with Ivan, who is clueless to the situation. 
A PRIEST stands at the head of the group.

PRIEST
We are gathered here today, not to 
mourn the death of our beloved 
queen, but to celebrate her life.

Ivan leans over to whisper to Gyro.

IVAN
Master? What's going on? It's hot 
out here, can we go inside?

GYRO
Hush, you idiot! This is the 
funeral for the queen! She died 
yesterday.

IVAN
Oh. That's too bad.
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PRIEST
A generous queen, who loved her 
subjects and her kingdom.

IVAN
Who's that girl over there? She's 
beautiful! And why is she sad?

GYRO
That is the Princess Anya. You are 
not to speak to her. Now hush!

PRIEST
...and served her country 
faithfully, to the very end.

IVAN
Master, what is-

GYRO
I swear, Slave. Speak again and 
I'll cast a spell that will tie 
your tounge in a knot.

Ivan makes a face and slumps down. He steals another glance 
at the princess. She turns and sees him looking at her. She 
smiles a little and waves. Ivan jumps and looks away 
quickly, blushing slightly.

EXT. COURTYARD-AFTERNOON

The funeral is over. The king is talking to a group of his 
subjects. He sees Gyro and smiles, pulling him into the 
conversation. Gyro looks displeased.

KING
Gyro here, is the best wizard in 
the country! Tell them your most 
recent success, Comrade! About your 
servant!

Gyro grimaces. He gestures behind him with his thumb to 
Ivan, who is standing by himself not far away.

GYRO
I wouldn't call him a success, my 
king. He's extremely clumsy.
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KING
What a modest man! Come now, Gyro! 
Who else can create a person out of 
thin air? Introduce him to us!

Gyro gives the king an extremely fake smile and turns to 
Ivan, rolling his eyes with a sigh.

GYRO
Ivan, come here for a minute, will 
you?

Ivan jumps to attention and hurries over to his master. He 
salutes him and smiles.

IVAN
You called, Master?

GYRO
Ivan, this is his Magesty, the 
king. Your Highness, this is my 
slave, Ivan.

Ivan grins and shakes the king's hand.

IVAN
A pleasure to meet you, Sir! 

KING
The pleasure is all mine, I can 
assure you! Remarkable, is he not, 
Friends? Polite, too! Gyro never 
misses a beat!

GYRO
Alright, Ivan, you've had your fun. 
Now go stand next to that rosebush 
and don't touch anything.

IVAN
Yes, Sir!

Ivan takes his place next to the rosebush and smiles as he 
happily watches the higher-ups interact with each other. He 
jumps as he hears the princess's voice behind him.

ANYA
Enjoying the roses, are we?
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Ivan whirls around in surprise to see the princess.

IVAN
P-princess Anya! Master says I'm 
not supposed to speak to you.

Anya looks confused for a moment at this remark. Then she 
laughs.

ANYA
Well you just did, didn't you?

Ivan looks panicked and slaps his hands over his mouth. 
Anya laughs again.

ANYA
It's alright. Gyro's a sour, 
reclusive, old man. And I'm the 
princess! If I say you can speak to 
me, then you can. 

Ivan removes his hands from his face and smiles.

IVAN
Thank you, Princess.

ANYA
You're welcome. I haven't met you 
before. Are you new?

IVAN
I am Master Gyro's servant. I just 
came here yesterday.

GYRO
You're Gyro's servant? I'm sorry.

IVAN
With all due respect, Highness, 
Gyro gave me life. I have nothing 
against him.

ANYA
Oh. You're the creation my father 
was telling me about? But how can 
someone so nice be made by someone 
so mean?
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IVAN
Perhaps Gyro isn't the kindest of 
people, but he is a genius. 

ANYA
I suppose. What did you say your 
name was?

IVAN
I didn't. It's Ivan. 

The princess smiles happily.

ANYA
Ivan! What an adorable name!

Ivan goes red in the face and immediately falls into the 
rosebush he was standing next to. 

IVAN
Whoa! Ow! Thorns!

ANYA
My goodness! Are you alright?

Anya tries to help him out by pulling on his hand. They 
both jump at Gyro's harsh voice.

GYRO
Ivan, you bumbling byword!

Gyro storms over to where Ivan and the princess are. He 
grabs Ivan by his neck and yanks him out of the bush. Ivan 
falls in a heap on the ground, but quickly gets to his 
feet.

IVAN
Thank you, Master!

GYRO
What did I tell you about not 
touching anything! Or speaking to 
the princess!

ANYA
I allowed him to speak to me, Gyro! 
I may talk to whomever I wish!
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Gyro glowers for a minute, then bows.

GYRO
My apologies, princess.

Gyro turns abruptly to leave and beckons Ivan to follow 
him.

GYRO
Come, Slave. We're finished here.

Ivan jumps up and hurries after his master. He turns back 
to wave at The princess.

IVAN
It was nice meeting you, Your 
Highness!

Gyro turs and socks Ivan in the side of the head. Ivan 
cowers in humility. Anya winces as she watches the two of 
them. The king comes up behind her and puts a hand on her 
shoulder.

KING
Nice fellow, isn't he? If a little 
odd.

ANYA
Yes, I just wish he wasn't Gyro's 
slave.

KING
He rightfully belongs to Gyro, my 
sweet. We cannot meddle in the 
wizard's affairs. 

ANYA
Yes, father.

INT. DUNGEON-NIGHT

GYRO
Keep mopping the floors, Slave! I 
want to see my reflection in it 
tomorrow!

Ivan looks at his master incredulously.
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IVAN
Why would you want that? You have a 
mirror over there!

GYRO
Don't argue with me, Slave!

Ivan shrugs his shoulders and returns to work, humming as 
he goes.

GYRO
And stop humming! It's bad enough 
that you're a blundering idiot, but 
you don't need to be a sissy, too! 

There is a silence. Gyro sits at the table with a wearied 
look on his face as he listens to the scrubbing of Ivan 
mopping the floor. 

IVAN
Is it even possible to see your 
reflection in a cobblestone floor?

GYRO
Sigh. Not another word, Slave. Just 
keep mopping.

The scrubbing sound continues. Suddenly, there is a loud 
snap. Gyro jumps in his seat.

GYRO
What was that?

Ivan doesn't answer. He instead holds up a broken mop. Gyro 
gets up and storms over to him.

GYRO
What happened? Well? Speak up, 
Slave!

IVAN
But you told me not to say another 
word!

Gyro stands in furious silence. His eye twitches. Ivan 
unsteadily tries to explain.
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IVAN
Well, I tried to scrub harder to 
see if I could make it so you could 
see your reflection in the 
cobblestone floor, but the mop 
broke. I guess I don't know my own 
strength.

Gyro snatches the broken mop from Ivan and throws his hands 
up in the air in exasperation. Ivan flinches in response.

GYRO
Argh! I can't babysit you anymore 
today! Go outside and wreck havoc 
somewhere else while I fix this 
mop! Go!

Ivan quickly slips away and leaves the dungeon.

EXT. COURTYARD-NIGHT

It is darker than before, but the place is well-lit by the 
light of the moon. Ivan appears. He sighs sadly and wanders 
the courtyard alone. He mutters to himself.

IVAN
Nice work, Ivan. Just great. How 
many times can you make Master mad 
in one day? 

Ivan sits down in the grass and picks up a rock. He appears 
to be studying it, then suddenly takes a bite out of it. He 
chews it and swallows as though this act were perfectly 
normal. He turns suddenly as he hears faint voices.

ANYA
Yes, it is a trying time. I didn't 
think I'd be able to bring myself 
to smile today. But then I met that 
nice servant, Ivan.

MAID
Gyro's creation? He seems rather 
nice, but are you sure he's 
still... human? I mean, he's a 
creation, after all.
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ANYA
Nina, don't talk like that. He 
acted normally. He's also very 
funny. He made me laugh. He fell 
into a rosebush!

Ivan stands up and follows the sound of the two women 
talking. He smiles faintly at the rosebush comment. He 
looks up and sees a balcony set into a tower. There is a 
curtain drawn, but light can still be seen.

ANYA
It just surprises me. He is so 
respectful of his master, even 
though Gyro is so mean to him! 

MAID
He seems pretty loyal. I've also 
heard from some of the other maids 
that he is attractive!

Both of the women laugh.

ANYA
Nina, you flirt! Imagine if he 
heard you say that! 

Ivan grins widely. 

MAID
Well, I should probably go now. 
Goodnight, princess.

ANYA
Goodnight, Nina!

The talking stops. Ivan continues to explore the courtyard. 
He comes across a few flowers and smells them. Suddenly, 
something hits him on the head and lands on the ground.

IVAN
Ah! Ow!

ANYA
Oh! Sorry!

Ivan looks up in surprise to see the princess watching him 
from the balcony. She is in her nightgown. 
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IVAN
Pardon me, Princess. I was just 
looking around. 

Ivan looks at what fell on his head and sees the princess's 
tiara. He picks it up.

IVAN
Is this yours?

ANYA
Yes. Sorry. It fell off and I 
couldn't catch it before it hit 
your head.

IVAN
No problem. I'll just bring it back 
up to you.

Ivan runs to the castle wall and begins climbing the 
outside of the castle with his bare hands. Anya gasps in 
Surprise. Soon, Ivan is clinging to the balcony and hands 
the princess back her tiara.

ANYA
How did you learn to do that?

IVAN
Do what?

ANYA
Climb like that! You're fifty feet 
off the ground! 

IVAN
Oh. Gyro told me that I was created 
with supernatural abilities. But 
all I ever seem to be able to do is 
disgrace him. 

ANYA
Don't worry. Maybe deep down, he 
really does care about you. What 
kind of supernatural abilities did 
Gyro give you? 
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IVAN
Well, I guess I'm kinda strong. I 
don't sleep a lot. I can eat 
rocks...

ANYA
Rocks??

IVAN
Ah, I mean I can eat basically 
anything. 

Anya laughs and puts her tiara back on her head. 

IVAN
Thank you,Princess.

ANYA
For what?

IVAN
For making me feel worthwhile. 

Anya seems to be about to answer, but is interrupted by 
Gyro's harsh voice.

GYRO (O.S.)
Ivan!!

Ivan winces painfully at his master's voice. 

IVAN
I'd better go.

ANYA
All right. See you tomorrow, Ivan!

IVAN
Count on it!

Ivan lets go of the balcony, making Anya gasp loudly. He 
lands on the ground below and brushes himself off. 

GYRO (O.S.)
Ivan! Get back here!

IVAN
Coming, Master!
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Ivan rushes to his master's voice and finds him out in the 
courtyard.

IVAN
Sir?

GYRO
I fixed the mop, but it's getting 
late. So I'll leave you to mop the 
place while I go to bed. Goodnight.

Ivan looks disappointed and tired, but accepts the mop.

IVAN
Goodnight, Master.

Gyro leaves. Ivan is left alone in the courtyard, the mop 
hanging limp in his hand.

INT. DUNGEON-DAY

Three months later.

Ivan is cleaning the table of papers and potion 
ingredients. He is clearly less clumsy than he was before. 
He almost drops a vial of blue liquid, but is able to catch 
it out of midair and place it on the bookshelf. Gyro comes 
in carrying a crate.

IVAN
Master! You're back!

Gyro looks surprised to see Ivan. He puts the crate behind 
his back.

GYRO
Ivan! I thought I told you to 
gather yellow woodberries in the 
forest!

IVAN
I did, Master! They're in a bucket 
by the bookshelf! It didn't take me 
very long, so I decided to clean up 
some in here!



21.

GYRO
Well, I'm going to be performing 
dangerous spells in here, so you'll 
have to leave.

IVAN
Huh? Why? What's that behind your 
back?

GYRO
Don't question me, Slave! Just do 
as I say!

IVAN
Yessir!

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

Ivan wanders the empty great hall. Suddenly, he hears a 
voice.

ANYA
Ivan!

Ivan turns around to see the princess. He smiles as she 
comes to him. He takes her hands in his and bows to her.

IVAN
You're a sight for sore eyes, 
Princess.

ANYA
Oh, Ivan! How many times must I 
tell you to call me Anya?

IVAN
Of course, Anya.

ANYA
Ivan, it's so good to see you! I 
haven't seen much of you lately!

IVAN
Gyro has had me doing one odd task 
after another. I don't know what's 
gotten into him! Lately he seems a 
bit... distracted. 
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Anya smiles as she looks up at Ivan. Suddenly, a thought 
comes to her.

ANYA
Ivan! I've been thinking about 
something.

IVAN
Oh? And what's that?

Anya beckons for Ivan to follow her. They leave the Great 
Hall. After they're gone, Gyro peeks out from around a 
corner and looks thoughtful. He follows them.

EXT. COURTYARD-DAY

Ivan and Anya walk together in the yard. Anya is playing 
with her necklace and Ivan has his hands behind his back. 
Anya turs to him.

ANYA
Ivan, do you see that mountain over 
there?

Anya gestures to Infinity Mountain, just like her father 
did. Ivan squints at it and nods.

IVAN
That big pointy one in the 
distance? Yeah. I see it.

ANYA
Yes. Well, on top of that mountain 
is-

IVAN
The Star of Infinity, right?

ANYA
How did you know?

IVAN
I read about it in one of my 
master's books. 'Magical 
Artifacts'. Fascinating read.
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ANYA
So you know what would happen if it 
were taken away?

IVAN
Yes. But what does this have to do 
with you?

Anya sits down on a bench in the garden and pats the seat 
next to her, inviting Ivan to sit with him. Ivan obeys but 
looks fairly concerned.

ANYA
Before my mother died, she was the 
Protector of the Star. If anything 
were to happen to the star, it 
would be her responsibility to take 
care of it. 

Anya takes off her necklace and hands it to Ivan for him to 
see. He studies the small star, then gives it back.

ANYA
The responsibility is handed down 
generationally though the firstborn 
female. So once my mother died, it 
was handed down to me.

IVAN
Why are you telling me this?

ANYA
Because... well, because I'm 
scared! This is such a big 
responsibility! What if something 
does happen to the star? I just 
don't think I'm strong enough to-

IVAN
Anya, don't worry. I'm sure your 
mother has faith in you. I'm sure 
she's proud of you!

ANYA
You... you think so?



24.

IVAN
Of course! And if it makes you feel 
any better, I'll help you.

ANYA
You will?!

IVAN
Yes! I have supernatural powers! 
What else am I going to do with 
them?

Anya laughs and throws her arms around Ivan's neck. Ivan's 
face goes red.

ANYA
Oh, Ivan! Thank you! You're the 
best!

We see Gyro hiding in the distance. He grimaces and then 
disappears into the shadows. Then we hear his voice.

GYRO (O.S.)
Ivan!

Ivan blinks in surprise. Anya lets go of his neck.

IVAN
Um, I'd better go.

Anya nods and Ivan leaves. He wanders back down to the 
dungeon in search of his master.

INT. DUNGEON-DAY

Ivan enters the dungeon. Gyro is sitting at the table, his 
feet up on it. His arms are folded and he looks displeased.

IVAN
You called me, Master?

GYRO
Sit down, Ivan.

Ivan warily sits down in an odd-looking chair. Gyro takes 
his feet off the table and leans forward.
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GYRO
I see you've taken quite an 
interest in the princess, hm?

IVAN
Er, yessir. She's the only friend 
I've ever had.

GYRO
Isn't that nice?

Gyro stands up, walking around the table. He puts his hands 
on the back of Ivan's chair. Ivan is clearly nervous, but 
keeps his gaze forward.

GYRO
I fear your affiliation with her is 
detrimental to your work. I don't 
want you to see her anymore.

IVAN
But Anya said-

GYRO
You are a palace slave! You are not 
to refer to the princess by her 
first name! 

Gyro points a finger at Ivan's obedience collar. Red sparks 
fly from it. Ivan puts a hand to his neck and yelps in 
pain.

GYRO
I keep telling you that if you 
disobey me you will burn. Do not 
argue with me again.

Ivan nods silently. His eyes flick to a cage in the corner 
of the room. A low growling can be heard.

IVAN
Master, what's in there?

Ivan points to the cage. Gyro walks over to it and smiles 
devilishly. 
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GYRO
This is a nygren. It's a cross-
breed between a dragon and a 
bloodhound. They are taught to kill 
certain people. I've been working 
on this plan for a long time.

Gyro picks up the cage. We can see two beady black eyes 
peering through the darkness inside the cage. Ivan grows 
very serious.

IVAN
What plan?

GYRO
A plan that started a long time 
ago, and will end when I rule the 
kingdom.

IVAN
Rule the kingdom? Who is that 
nygren trained to kill?

Gyro grins evilly and thrusts out his hand at Ivan. The 
chair Ivan is sitting in lurches and takes hold of Ivan. 
Ivan struggles to free himself. Gyro flips open the latch 
of the cage, and the nygren leaps out. It hisses and sniffs 
the air, then it leaps for the door. 

GYRO
And just so you don't get any 
ideas...

Gyro uses his magic to throw Ivan's chair into a dungeon 
cell. He locks it after him. He grins at Ivan though the 
bars.

GYRO
Say goodbye to your king and 
princess.

Ivan thrashes in the chair desperately.

IVAN
No! I won't let you do this!

Gyro walks away laughing.
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GYRO
And so, the rule of wizards begins!

Gyro closes the dungeon door after him, his laughing can 
still be heard faintly for a while. Ivan struggles in the 
chair, gasping. He pauses when he hears a scream. Then Ivan 
takes a deep breath and roars. He shatters the chair to 
pieces with his great strength. Then he breaks off one of 
the metal bars of the dungeon cell, and slips out of the 
dungeon.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

There is chaos. Servants run screaming in fear as the 
nygren chases one after another, searching for its targets. 
Ivan appears, metal bar in hand. He catches a glimpse of it 
before it bounds through a doorway. He takes off after it.

INT. CORRIDOR-DAY

Ivan runs past several panicked people. He runs into the 
king. The king takes hold of Ivan's shoulders.

KING
Goodness, Ivan! You're running the 
wrong way! There's a beast loose in 
the castle! Have you seen my 
daughter?

As the king is talking, Ivan sees the nygren wheel around 
and sniff the air. It hisses as it sees the king. Then 
begins running towards them. Ivan pushes the king out of 
the way.

IVAN
If you'll excuse me, Your Majesty.

Ivan takes his metal pole just as the nygren pounces for 
the king. Using the bar like a bat, Ivan swings it at the 
nygren. The nygren hits a wall hard and splats on the 
ground. It picks itself up and roars at Ivan. Then it 
scuttles up the wall and through a high window. 

Without waiting to hear what the king has to say, Ivan 
jumps at the wall. He uses the two nearby walls and bounces 
off them to reach the window. He chases the nygren down 
another corridor. The nygren sniffs the air and suddenly 
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turns a corner. Ivan rounds the corner just in time to see 
the nygren run through a slightly open door. There is a 
scream from inside. Ivan gasps.

IVAN
Anya!

INT. ANYA'S BEDROOM-DAY

Ivan runs into the room. It is obvious that this room is 
the princess's bedroom. Anya is backed up against a wall. 
The nygren is crouched on the ground, ready to pounce, tail 
flicking. 

Ivan is panting heavily. It is apparent that he is tired. 
Despite his fatigue, he lunges forward and brings his metal 
pole down hard on the nygren's tail. It screams and turns 
to Ivan angrily. Suddenly, Gyro's voice is heard.

GYRO
Ivan! 

There is momentary silence as Ivan turns in surprise to 
Gyro. Gyro is angry. 

GYRO
I should have known you'd turn 
against me! 

Gyro reaches out his hand as the king and several guards 
enter the room. With a defiant grimace, Ivan turns back to 
the nygren, pole at the ready. Suddenly, sparks begin to 
fly from Ivan's collar. Ivan cringes in pain. The nygren 
licks its lips and lunges at Ivan. Anya screams.

The king cries out in surprise. Ivan groans in pain and 
anger. The nygren has his neck in its jaws. Ivan punches 
the nygren in the side, sending it flying. The nygren 
quickly recovers. We can see something black in its mouth. 

Ivan takes up his pole and runs at the nygren. The nygren 
leaps out of the way, hissing and growling. The king puts a 
hand on Gyro's shoulder. 

KING
Gyro! What is happening here?
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GYRO
Don't touch me, you insolent fool! 
Nygren! Kill them all!

The king draws back in surprise. Then composes himself.

KING
Guards! Arrest the wizard!

Gyro waves a hand at the guards. They all freeze in place. 
The king gasps loudly.

Ivan is obviously burnt out. Something is wrong with him. 
He falls to his knees. The nygren runs at him. Ivan, in a 
last desperate attempt, hits the nygren off balance. He 
stands, takes up his pole, and drives it through the 
nygren, as well as several inches of the floor.

All is quiet. Ivan breathes heavily. He lifts his pole and 
looks gyro squarely in the eyes.

IVAN
I won't let you hurt them! 

There is a moment of fear on Gyro's face. Then he snarls.

GYRO
Ivan you idiot! I created you to be 
my super warrior, not some self-
proclaimed hero! 

Everyone gasps including Ivan. 

IVAN
I... I'm a living weapon?

Gyro reaches his hand out to shock Ivan. Ivan cringes, but 
nothing happens. He puts a hand to his neck and realizes 
that the collar is gone. The nygren bit it off while 
attacking him. 

IVAN
I'm free?

Ivan swings his pole threateningly. Gyro takes a fearful 
step back.
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GYRO
I may not have won today, but I'll 
be back for what's rightfully mine!

Gyro snaps his fingers just as Ivan jumps to stop him. Gyro 
vanishes in a puff of smoke. The guards unfreeze and stand 
dazed. The king breathes a sigh of relief.

KING
Ivan, you've saved us!

Ivan appears not to hear. His metal pole falls to the 
ground with a clatter, and Ivan passes out.

INT. BEDROOM-DAY

Ivan slowly opens his eyes. He is lying on a giant bed in 
one of the many bedrooms of the castle. Anya is leaning 
over him.

ANYA
He's waking up!

The king rushes to his side, followed by a DOCTOR.

KING
Good morning, Ivan, my boy! Are you 
feeling alright?

Ivan sits up and rubbs his forehead. 

IVAN
Ah, I guess so. What happened?

ANYA
After you fainted, we brought you 
in here to rest.

KING
I sent guards out to search for 
Gyro, but none have returned 
successful.

The doctor approaches and checks Ivan's pulse.

DOCTOR
He seems to be doing much better 
now. He'll be just fine.
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IVAN
What happened to me?

DOCTOR
You have what is called 'Rozon 
Disease'. It is mainly caused by 
stress, but in your case, I would 
say it is because your supernatural 
abilities cause a heavy toll on 
your slim figure.

IVAN
Uh, thanks?

DOCTOR
If you overexhert yourself, it 
causes you to pass out. It's a 
defense mechanism your body has set 
up so that you won't work yourself 
to death. Take it easy for a while, 
alright?

IVAN
Okay. Thank you, Doctor.

The doctor bows to the king and princess before leaving. 
After he's gone, Anya sits next to Ivan on the bed and hugs 
him. Ivan stiffens and blushes.

ANYA
Ivan, you saved us! 

KING
Indeed! Your bravery and valor will 
not go unnoticed! Thank you, Ivan.

IVAN
I- er- you're welcome!

EXT. BALCONY-DAY

Ivan, Anya, and the king stand before a giant crowd of 
subjects below. The crowd is cheering. The king addresses 
the crowd.
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KING
People of Arbei! As many of you 
know, our kingdom was put under 
attack yesterday by none other than 
our own wizard, Gyro!

The crowd gasps. There are boos and hisses heard throughout 
the crowd.

KING
There was one, however, that put 
his life at stake to save my life, 
as well as the life of princess 
Anya! People of Arbei, I give you 
Ivan!

The crowd erupts into cheering. Ivan stands confused before 
the crowd. Anya pushes him forward. Ivan stares out at the 
people for a moment. Then he smiles and waves to them.

IVAN
I... I am honored to have been able 
to serve my king and princess! 
Which is why I humbly accept the 
task of being their Highness's 
personal bodyguard! 

The crowd cheers as Anya takes hold of Ivan's hand and 
leans her head on his shoulder. Ivan grins.

INT. DARK ROOM-DAY

Gyro is watching the ceremony through a glass ball. The 
room is small, the only light comes from the glass ball. 
Gyro is sitting in his old place of residence in Mutiny 
Tower. He scowls.

GYRO
Pfft! Idiot kills a lizard, and the 
king promotes him! I served that 
chump for years, and what did I 
get? I got to live in a dark 
dungeon! 

Gyro looks around the room disapprovingly.
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GYRO
Well, this place isn't much better. 
What else is on?

Gyro fiddles with the glass ball. It seems as though it can 
change channels, but Gyro flicks through all of them 
without interest. Finally, he turns it off and folds his 
arms in a huff. The glass ball shines a placid grey.

GYRO
Stupid creation. I'll show him.

The room suddenly darkens. The low humming sound returns, 
taking Gyro by surprise. The black sphere appears above the 
glass ball.

DAGON (V.O.)
Taking a vacation, eh, wizard?

GYRO
What do you want?

DAGON (V.O.)
Now, now, is that any way to talk 
to someone who is willing to help 
you?

GYRO
I've already tried using your 
powers. The results were just sad.

DAGON (V.O.)
That's because you were doing the 
thinking, idiot. Would you like to 
hear my idea?

GYRO
I'm listening...

A dark tendril of smoke reaches out from the sphere and 
touches the glass ball. The glass ball shows a picture of 
the Star of Infinity.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

Ivan stands guard at the entrance with a fine-looking sword 
around his waist. He has black handguards on his hands, and 
matching feetguards on his feet. He looks rather bored. 
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Through a nearby window, we can see that it is snowing. 
Suddenly, Anya's voice brings an energetic smile to Ivan's 
face.

ANYA
Ivan!

Ivan turns around and sees Anya running toward him with a 
bundle of something green and orange in her hand. She holds 
it out for Ivan to see.

ANYA
I noticed it's getting cold 
outside, so I made you a scarf!

IVAN
Really? For me? Thank you, Anya!

Anya puts the scarf over his head and uses it to pull his 
face closer to hers. Ivan chuckles.

IVAN
Not now, Anya! I'm on duty!

ANYA
Oh, just a little?

Ivan gives in and they kiss, wrapping their arms around 
each other. They jump as they hear the king clear his 
throat. He is standing a ways away, grinning.

KING
Sorry to interrupt. I can see you 
two were having quite a gripping 
conversation!

He approaches them. The two step away from each other. 
Ivan's face is bright red. Anya is smiling widely. The king 
nods to his daughter. 

KING
Anya, dear, why don't you go look 
in your bedroom? I just had the 
maids put a new painting in there 
for you.

Anya gasps excitedly and skips away, leaving Ivan and the 
king alone.
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IVAN
Sir?

The king smiles at Ivan and gestures to the door.

KING
Care to go for a walk, Ivan?

EXT. COURTYARD-DAY

Ivan and the king walk through the courtyard. Everything is 
covered in snow, and snow flutters around in the air. The 
king turns to Ivan.

IVAN
It would seem as though you and 
Anya have become very good 
acquaintances.

The king smiles as Ivan's face turns red.

IVAN
Um, yes. Your daughter has shown me 
nothing but kindness from the 
moment I came here. I value her 
compassion more than anything... 
I'm sorry if this troubles you. If 
you want, I'll-

KING
On the contrary, Ivan! If there's 
one man I could chose my daughter 
to be in love with, it would be 
you.

Ivan looks up at the king in surprise.

IVAN
She loves me?!

KING
Why yes! She told me herself just 
the other day!

There is a short silence in which Ivan stares off into the 
distance. A wide grin spreads across his face.
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KING
Ivan, you love her too, don't you?

IVAN
... Yes, Sir. I do.

The king smiles and pats Ivan on the back.

KING
Wonderful! I'll begin making 
preparations at once! The people of 
Arbei will be so thrilled! 

The king begins to stride proudly back to the castle, 
followed by a confused Ivan.

KING
There'll be a parade, and a huge 
ceremony!

IVAN
For what, Sire?

KING
Why, for your wedding, of course!

Ivan stops in his tracks as the king continues to the 
castle. Ivan leans back and looks up at the giant castle. 
He sees Anya's balcony. Anya appears and waves at him with 
a smile. Ivan lifts his arm in response. Then he looks back 
at the king, who seems to be talking to himself now. Ivan 
slowly smiles.

EXT. INFINITY PEAK-DAY

The wind blows and howls relentlessly. There are large 
stone spikes everywhere. In the background, there is the 
snowy countryside. It looks impossibly far away. The area 
is small and flat, save for the stone spikes. In the 
center, there is a glowing light. 

Off to one side, a puff of smoke appears. Gyro walks out of 
the smoke and coughs.

GYRO
Ugh. I hate traveling by smoke!
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Gyro sees the light in the center and his eyes light up 
with greed. He approaches the light. As we get closer, we 
can see the Star in the center of the light. It is held in 
place by two small stone spikes.

Gyro reaches for the Star, the light of it shining in his 
eyes. His hand hesitates a few inches away from the Star. 
Then he lays his hand on it. He tries to move it. It 
doesn't budge.

GYRO
Thing must be pretty stuck!

Gyro struggles to remove the Star. Using both hands, and 
eventually throwing his weight against it as well. He sighs 
and lets go in frustration. The black sphere appears in the 
shadow of a nearby spike. Gyro notices.

GYRO
Dagon! Help me get this Star out! 
It's stuck!

Dagon hisses angrily.

DAGON (V.O.)
The light! It burns! Use magic, you 
idiot!

Gyro's face lights up. He reaches for the star again as his 
hands begin to glow a pale blue. He grabs he Star and 
removes it from it's place easily.

GYRO
Well! That wasn't so hard!

DAGON (V.O.)
Quiet and break up the Star. 

GYRO
Break it up?! But this could be 
worth a fortune!

DAGON (V.O.)
It is worth nothing when not in its 
proper place. It comes apart into 
five pieces. Just break it up!



38.

Gyro breaks up the Star in his hands. The Star stops 
glowing. 

DAGON (V.O.)
Good. Now give me the pieces.

Gyro obeys, laying the pieces before the black sphere.

GYRO
What are you going to do with them?

DAGON (V.O.)
I'm going to send these pieces to 
the most unattainable places on 
earth. No one will be able to 
retrieve them. And just to make 
sure...

Dagon takes one of the pieces with a smokey tendril and 
pulls it inside himself.

DAGON (V.O.)
I'll keep one of the pieces with me 
to assure it never gets put back 
together.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

Ivan stands before the king in his throne. He is smiling. 
Anya is standing next to him, holding his hand. The priest 
opens his book with a smile and begins reading.

PRIEST
We are gathered here today to 
witness the marriage of Her 
Highness, Princess Anya to the Duke 
Ivan!

As the priest is talking, Ivan glances out the window. He 
notices that the wind has picked up, and dark clouds are 
rolling in. He looks momentarily concerned, but decides to 
ignore it. He turns his attention back to the priest.

IVAN
Princess Anya, do you take this man 
to be your lawfully wedded husband?
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ANYA
I do.

PRIEST
And do you, Duke Ivan, take this 
Princess to be your lawfully wedded 
wife?

IVAN
I do!

PRIEST
Than you may kiss the-

There is a crack of lightning. Everyone gasps. Ivan looks 
out the window again and sees dark holes opening up in the 
sky. There is another loud crack. A hole appears next to 
Anya. A giant, skeletal hand reaches out from the hole and 
takes hold of Anya. Ivan pulls out his sword and tries to 
slice the bony wrist, but his sword goes right through it.

IVAN
Anya!

ANYA
Ivan, help!

The skeletal hand pulls her into the hole. Ivan grabs 
Anya's hand to try and pull her back, but to no avail. 
Anya's tiara falls off her head, and she disappears. Then, 
a dark figure rises out of the hole. The low humming is 
heard again, almost overpowering. Several people cover 
their ears. A skull of a stag is set upon the shoulders of 
the dark figure. It stands a few feet off the ground.

DAGON
The Star has been removed. The 
Guardian is now in my prison. Make 
way for the rule of the Spirits!

Ivan roars in anger. He attempts to use his sword again. 
Dagon reaches out a hand. Ivan's sword begins to glow red. 
Ivan drops his sword with a pained cry and looks at his 
hand. It has been burned.
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DAGON
I have broken the Star. Its pieces 
scatter the land. You'll never find 
them. 

Dagon's dark figure begins to dissolve. A horrible laughter 
hangs in the air like a heavy fog. It vanishes with him. 
Everyone is silent for a few seconds. Then people begin to 
panic.

SUBJECT 1
The Star is gone?! We're no longer 
safe!

SUBJECT 2
Spirits will begin to invade the 
country!

The king stands and silences the crowd.

KING
Silence! Panicking will not solve 
our problems! Comrades, we must 
band together and come up with a 
solution!

SUBJECT 1
But you know the stories! Every 
time a spirit comes into the mortal 
realm, a mortal is taken away!

SUBJECT 2
It could be any one of us! And the 
protector is gone! She was the only 
one who could to anything!

People begin talking amongst themselves. Ivan has been 
standing dumbfounded this whole time. It is hard for him to 
come to grips with the fact that Anya is really gone. He 
blinks and realizes the situation with the subjects. A 
determined/angry look crosses his face. The words he spoke 
to Anya a few months earlier come back to his memory.

IVAN (V.O.)
Of course! And if it makes you feel 
any better, I'll help you.
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Ivan walks up to the king and stands next to him. He puts 
on a brave face and addresses the crowd.

IVAN
I'll do it!

The crowd becomes silent.

IVAN
I'll search this whole country if I 
have to, but I'll put that Star 
back together and put it back on 
Infinity Mountain!

Ivan bends down and picks up Anya's tiara. The gem in the 
center glimmers faintly. He talks a little more quietly.

IVAN
I made a promise to her that I'd 
help protect the Star. I won't 
break that promise.

The king steps forward to assure the crowd. 

KING
It's settled, then! tomorrow, Ivan 
will set out to put the Star back 
together! 

A cheer rises up from the crowd. Ivan's expression doesn't 
change. His face is set with determination.

EXT. OUTSIDE IVAN'S HUT-EARLY MORNING

Ivan steps out of his small house just outside the castle 
walls. He has a small bag on his back, and his sword around 
his waist, he is wearing his wrist and ankle guards.

He pulls the green and orange scarf out of his bag and 
holds it in his hands. There is a quick flashback of Anya 
putting it over his head and kissing him. Ivan puts the 
scarf around his neck.

Then he pulls out Anya's tiara. It is similar to a 
necklace. He latches the tiara around his neck and kisses 
the jewel once before tucking it into his scarf. He is 
about to leave, but hears a horse approaching. Ivan turns 
to see the king riding up on a white stallion.
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IVAN
Your Magesty!

The king dismounts the horse and smiles sadly.

KING
I wanted to see you off. You're the 
closest thing I've ever had to a 
son, Ivan. I have confidence that 
you will save my daughter. 

For the first time, we see a look of sadness cross Ivan's 
face.

IVAN
Thank you, Sir.

The king holds out the reigns of the stallion.

KING
His name is Drake. He is my fastest 
horse. I'd like you to take him 
with you.

Ivan shakes his head slowly and bows.

IVAN
Where I'm going, I can't use a 
horse. I'd prefer to go on foot, if 
it's all the same to you.

The king nods and puts his hands on Ivan's shoulders.

KING
Take care out there, Ivan. 

The king pulls Ivan into a hug. At first, Ivan is 
surprised. Then Ivan returns the gesture with a small 
smile.

IVAN
Thank you... Father.

INT. DARK ROOM-NIGHT

It is raining outside. Dagon stands silently in the corner 
of the cramped room. He is hunched over because he is too 
tall for the room. He stares at the pale grey light of the 
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glass ball intently, his slitted red pupils glow angrily. 
Suddenly, Gyro bursts into the room. He laughs to himself 
gleefully and starts searching through his books. Without 
taking his eyes away from the light, Dagon addresses Gyro.

DAGON
What are you so happy about, 
wizard?

Gyro jumps back in surprise at Dagon's voice. Then he 
composes himself.

GYRO
Yeesh! You looked less scary as a 
little ball of smoke.

DAGON
Thank you.

GYRO
I just heard that Ivan has gone out 
to try and gather all the pieces of 
the Star! He won't last three days 
out there! His clumsiness will be 
the death of him!

DAGON
And this makes you happy?

GYRO
But of course! I won't have to see 
that stupid grin on his face ever 
again! 

DAGON
I'll go warn the EasternMost, then.

GYRO
Why? 

DAGON
If Ivan is headed for the 
Starpieces, He'll check at the 
EasternMost first. It's dangerous, 
and closest to his location.
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GYRO
But Ivan will never get there!

DAGON
I'm not taking any chances, wizard. 
If Ivan thinks he can stand up to 
me, I will cut him down to size.

Dagon leans slowly towards an open window. Then he 
dissipates into smoke, getting caught up into the wind. We 
can see his smoky figure vanish into the distance. After he 
is gone, Gyro frowns. He reaches over and turns the light 
on his glass ball brighter.

EXT. FOREST-DAY

Ivan walks though the dripping wet forest. The only sounds 
are the buzzing of the cicadas and birds chirping. A branch 
snaps somewhere nearby. Ivan jumps and pulls out his sword. 

IVAN
Who's there?

A white blur zips by, knocking Ivan's sword out of his 
hand. He lunges for it, but the white blur comes back and 
places a blow to Ivan's shoulder. He shouts in surprise. 
Then Ivan gets an idea. He stands up and listens. The 
noises of the cicadas and birds fade away as Ivan focuses. 
He hears the fast footsteps of the blur approach him and 
leaps in that direction. He lands on top of a short person.

BLUR
Ow! Hey! What was that for?!

Ivan holds the person by his tail and drags him over to 
where Ivan's sword is. Ivan picks it up and puts it back in 
its sheath. The person struggles against Ivan's strength, 
but to no avail.

BLUR
Hey! Let go of my tail! That's 
personal property, you know!

Ivan grins.
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IVAN
I'm glad I found someone out here! 
Are you quite familiar with this 
area?

BLUR
I ain't telling you nothing, 
Stranger! And you can't make me!

IVAN
Well, I suppose you're right. I 
guess I'll just go this way!

Ivan takes off in a random direction, still holding the 
person's tail.

BLUR
Wait! What? Don't go that way, it's 
dangerous! Let go of my tail! What 
did I ever do to you?

IVAN
Well, you attacked me, for 
starters. Come on! Lead the way!

The stranger snorts in anger. He begins to run away, but 
Ivan doesn't let go of his tail. The stranger's feet move 
faster and faster, until he eventually digs himself into a 
hole. He finally stops, panting heavily. Ivan smiles and 
lifts him out of the hole by his tail. Then holds him up to 
eye level, his eyes gleaming with wonder.

IVAN
How do you do that?

BLUR
Do what?

IVAN
Run that fast! That's incredible! 
Are you superhuman too?

The stranger looks shocked.

BLUR
Too?! Just who are you, Smiley?
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IVAN
My name is Ivan! I was created by a 
wizard named Gyro.

The stranger snarls angrily.

BLUR
Gyro?!

IVAN
You know him?

BLUR
Know him?! Next time I see him, 
I'll kill him!

Ivan looks surprised. Suddenly, he notices something on the 
stranger's tail. A golden cuff. Ivan studies it.

IVAN
Wait a minute. This is Gyro's 
handwriting! Who are you?

BLUR
My name's Erik. A few years back, I 
was kidnappped by Gyro. He was 
ranting something about a super 
warrior. Next thing I know, I have 
this enchanted cuff on my tail and 
one of those stupid burning collars 
around my neck! 

IVAN
Erik? How come I've never heard of 
you?

ERIK
I suspect that he hates my guts by 
now. It took him ages to make this 
thing. I escaped and was able to 
get someone to remove my collar. 
Then I found out that I could move 
super fast. And just what did he do 
to you?
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IVAN
I wasn't kidnapped, I was created. 
But Gyro never really liked me 
because I was clumsy. So instead of 
using me, he unleashed a nygren on 
their royal highnesses! I suppose 
he was banished. I haven't seen him 
since I killed it. 

ERIK
Well, if Gyro's gone, what are you 
doing out here?

IVAN
You haven't heard?! The Star of 
Infinity is gone, the crown 
princess is captured, the king of 
the Spiris of Darkness is running 
amuck in Arbei, and our world is 
beginning to decay from the inside 
out!

Erik is stunned silent for a moment. Then he explodes.

ERIK
What?! That's crazy! Are you sure?

IVAN
Yes! I can't believe you didn't 
know!

ERIK
I live in a freakin' forest, 
Hotshot! No one tells me anything! 

Ivan seems to get an idea.

IVAN
Hey, will you help me?

ERIK
Do what? The end of the world is a 
horrible time to be asking for 
favors, you know!
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IVAN
I'm setting out to gather the 
pieces of the Star back together in 
place of the princess! It's the 
only way to stop the world from 
decomposing completely! 

ERIK
And what do you expect me to do?

IVAN
Well, I figure since we're both 
supernatural, we'd be more powerful 
together!

Erik gives Ivan a long look.

ERIK
Well, I guess I'd be a bit more 
useful if I didn't stick around in 
this forest until the world ends. 

IVAN
That's the spirit!

ERIK
What's this to you anyways, Mr. 
Optimist? You just randomly 
volunteer to save the whole world 
from utter destruction on a whim?

Ivan's face grows serious.

IVAN
I... made a promise to someone. 
Someone very close to me. That if 
anything happened to the Star, I'd 
do everything in my power to 
protect it.

ERIK
Who was this special someone?

IVAN
The crown princess.
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ERIK
You're serious?! I thought you just 
said she was captured!

IVAN
Yep. Right before I was about to 
marry her, too.

ERIK
Marry her?!

IVAN
I think we'd better get going. This 
many shocks in one day can't be 
good for your blood pressure.

ERIK
You're telling me!

Ivan and Erik begin to walk off in another direction, Erik 
leading the way.

IVAN
Hey, if Gyro made us both 
supernatural, does that make us 
brothers?

ERIK
You've gotta be joking!

IVAN
... Cousins, then?

EXT. EASTERNMOST-DAY

Volcanos bubble with magma on all sides. The land is barren 
and hot. A ways away, there is what looks like a giant 
eagle's nest. As we get closer, a dragon lands in the nest. 
A few flames erupt from it's mouth angrily. As we get a 
view of the scene, more and more dragons appear.

A cloud of black smoke blows into the scene. It 
materializes into Dagon. He hovers a few inches off the 
ground, approaching a gargantuan black dragon. He whispers 
in its ear, then disappears. The dragon wakes, enraged. It 
tightens its claws around something in its hands, 
protectively. We get a closer look, and see a StarPiece.
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EXT. FOREST EDGE-DAY

Ivan and Erik emerge from the forest to a vast meadow. Ivan 
smiles.

IVAN
I never thought I'd miss wide open 
spaces so much! There's no more 
trees!

Erik glances around him nervously.

ERIK
No more trees! But I'm used to 
trees! 

IVAN
Chin up, Erik! Just think! You can 
run even faster now that you don't 
have do dodge trees anymore!

Erik's face brightens. Then he gets a devious grin.

ERIK
That's right! My enemies will have 
no chance against the awesome power 
of my speed!

Ivan gives Erik a disturbed glance.

ERIK
How long did you say you were with 
Gyro?

ERIK
About five months, why?

Ivan looks away quickly and rolls his eyes.

IVAN
No reason.

EXT. INFINITY PEAK-DAY

Dagon and Gyro stand atop Infinity mountain. Several small 
black holes can be seen throuought the countryside. Gyro 
looks unhappy.
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DAGON
It is a gladdening sight, is it 
not, Wizard? People cowering in 
fear, the smell of malice in the 
air! It makes a man happy to be 
dead!

Gyro rolls his eyes and stalks away. He looks at the empty 
place where the Star used to be.

GYRO
Not that I don't enjoy torturing 
people, but I usually like to know 
why.

Dagon turns to Gyro.

DAGON
You are unhappy?

GYRO
I'm still no closer to being king 
then I was fifteen years ago! I 
need power!

DAGON
But don't you see, Gyro? Why be 
king, when you could have so much 
more?

Gyro turns back around to look at Dagon.

GYRO
More?

DAGON
Yes! Instead of being king, what do 
you think of the title "Emporor" or 
"Overlord"? 

GYRO
Overlord! Yes! Gyro, Overlord of 
Arbei!

DAGON
Or better yet... the world! 
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GYRO
The world! But... how are we going 
to do that? 

DAGON
It's very simple. We gain the 
allegiance of the people. They will 
obey us out of fear!

GYRO
Yes! Yes! Then I will rule the 
world!

DAGON
Yes, Gyro... You will rule the 
world.

Dagon turns away from Gyro and smiles deviously. He mumbles 
under his breath.

DAGON
Temporarily.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

The king sits miserably on his throne. He glances out a 
nearby window. Although it is day, the sky is not blue, but 
an angry orange. Black holes dot the sky. A GUARD enters.

KING
Ah, Leon. There you are. How many 
have we lost today?

GUARD
Seven, Sire. Not as many as 
yesterday. The holes haven't grown 
any. Perhaps no more spirits will 
escape for a while. At least I 
hope.

KING
You and I both, Leon. You may go.

The guard bows and takes his leave. The king sighs deeply 
and looks up. Above the great hall entryway, there is a 
large painting of the royal family. The king's gaze lingers 
on the queen.
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KING
Take care of our daughter, Mary.

EXT. BARREN VALLEY-DAY

Erik trudges along through the desert-like valley. He looks 
terribly upset. His tail is dragging on the ground behind 
him. He groans dramatically.

ERIK
We've been walking for days! We're 
never going to get there! We'll 
never make it in and out of the 
EasternMost alive!

IVAN
You only say that because no one 
ever has! Besides, we're almost 
there!

Ivan picks Erik up and holds him out in front of him. Erik 
looks up and we see a tower of billowing smoke rising up 
into the sky. The source of the smoke is an active volcano 
in the distance. Erik looks worried.

ERIK
Why doesn't that make me feel any 
better?

IVAN
Cheer up, Erik. By doing this, 
we'll stop Gyro from ruining the 
world!

ERIK
Well, as long as I get to kick his 
sorry hide.

IVAN
I'll see if that can be arranged.

EXT. EASTERNMOST-DAY

Ivan and Erik sneak up the side of a small hill to peer 
into the dragon's lair. The sky is red, and the volcano off 
to their left is letting off a steady stream of lava. Erik 
gasps loudly at the sight of several fearsome-looking 
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dragons. Ivan pulls them back into hiding and holds Erik's 
mouth closed. He whispers hoarsely.

IVAN
Hush, Erik! Do you want them all to 
hear us?!

Ivan holds onto his little friend as he quietly sneeks back 
up for another look. Ivan spots a giant black dragon and 
sees that it clutches the StarPiece in its claws. Ivan 
slips back down. Erik takes Ivan's hand off his mouth.

ERIK
What's it look like up there?

IVAN
The alpha dragon has the StarPiece. 
Maybe there's a way to sneak in 
there and nab it...

ERIK
Sneak in there?! You can't be 
serious! There's no way you can 
just walk right into a nest of 
dragons!

Suddenly, Ivan's face brightens as he gets an idea.

IVAN
Maybe not walk, but run!

Erik looks confused, but then a look of realization crosses 
his face.

ERIK
Oh, no! No no no no! I'm not 
running in there! I'm fast, but not 
stupid! 

Ivan's face changes into a determined grimace.

IVAN
Suit yourself.

Ivan suddenly leaps up and charges into the nest. Erik 
calls after him.
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ERIK
Are you crazy?! You'll get eaten 
alive! 

Ivan ignores him and pulls out his sword. As he runs, 
everything seems to slow down. We zoom in on Ivan's face as 
he closes his eyes. All other sounds cease except for the 
sound of him taking a deep breath. 

A dragon turns its head and roars angrily at the intruder. 
Other dragons turn to see the cause of the noise. The first 
dragon takes on a fighting stance, but Ivan runs right past 
it to the black dragon. The black dragon glares at Ivan and 
prepares to fight. Everything speeds back up and we hear 
the vicious noises of a fight taking place.

Erik ducks back into hiding with a grimace.

ERIK
That guy is either really brave or 
really stupid... Ugh, I'm going to 
regret this!

Erik leaps out from behind the hill and zooms to Ivan's 
aid. 

Ivan's sword and the alpha dragon's claws clash loudly. 
Ivan notices Erik has come to help and smiles.

IVAN
Glad you could make it!

ERIK
If anyone is going to rub this in 
Gyro's face, it's gonna be me!

IVAN
Be my guest! Watch out on your 
right!

Another dragon joins in the battle and snaps at Erik's 
tail. Erik zooms away and comes back raking his claws 
through the dragon's neck. The dragon sputters a little 
blood and falls to the ground motionless. 
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IVAN
Nice one! Try and get the StarPiece 
from the alpha while I fight him!

ERIK
Got it!

Teaming together, Ivan and Erik battle the alpha dragon, 
taking down smaller dragons as they go. Soon, the remaining 
dragons flee, leaving only the alpha. Erik comes up behind 
it for a sneak attack, but the dragon swats him away with 
his tail. Erik falls to the ground, unmoving.

IVAN
Erik!

While Ivan is distracted, the dragon strikes Ivan's arm. 
Ivan grunts in pain, his sword flies out of his hand and 
lands a few feet away. The dragon grins and holds up the 
StarPiece. Then it flicks it into the air and swallows it, 
licking its lips.

A deep, inhuman snarl rises up from Ivan. He looks furious. 
Taking up his sword, Ivan dodges every blow the dragon 
deals to him. Then Ivan stabs the dragon in the throat. All 
is quiet for a moment. Then the dragon gurgles quietly and 
coughs. The StarPiece falls from its mouth and it dies.

Ivan stands alone in the midst of the dragon carcasses. The 
wind blows softly. Staggering, Ivan picks up the slimy 
StarPiece and stumbles over to Erik.

IVAN
Erik? Erik, are you alright?

Erik groans and opens his eyes. 

ERIK
Did we beat it?

IVAN
Yeah. We beat it.

ERIK
And the StarPiece?

Ivan holds up the piece for him to see. Erik smiles.
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ERIK
Thank goodness. If we came in here 
for nothing, those dragons would've 
been the least of your problems.

Ivan attempts to laugh, but falls to the ground, 
uncontious. The two friends lay in a nest of dead dragons, 
the sun hanging high overhead. Just before Erik fades out 
again, we can hear the flapping of wings.

EXT. EASTERNMOST EDGE-NIGHT

Ivan slowly opens his eyes. He can hear female voices 
talking, but they're quiet. The sky is dark. Ivan realizes 
he is lying on his back on the ground, and that Erik is 
sleeping next to him. Ivan looks up, and sees the face of a 
dragon. 

IVAN
Aah!

The dragon puts a paw to Ivan's mouth, signaling for him to 
be quiet.

DRAGON 1
Hush, brave warrior. Your friend is 
still asleep. Don't worry. We mean 
you no harm.

Ivan calms down uncertainly. He notices that these dragons 
are different. They're smaller and more docile. They have 
fluffy wings and kind, round faces. Ivan speaks quietly.

IVAN
What... What happened? 

The other dragon chuckles softly.

DRAGON 2
We saw the whole thing! You took on 
those nasty brutes and came out on 
top! But then you both passed out, 
so Kian and I decided to look after 
you.
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KIAN
It's the least we could do. It was 
Nima's idea, really. Those dragons 
have been terrorizing us for eons! 
Something had to be done! Then you 
two came along!

Kian nuzzles Ivan with her snout. Ivan can't help but 
smile. 

NIMA
But I can't help but wonder, 
dragons are pretty tough creatures! 
How did you do it?!

IVAN
Ah, well, to be perfectly honest, 
Erik and I aren't entirely... 
normal. 

Kian nods slowly. 

KIAN
Understood. But what compelled you 
to come in here?

IVAN
They had something I needed. 

Ivan holds out the StarPiece. The two dragons' faces light 
up with wonder.

NIMA
A piece of the Star of Infinity! 
incredible! But doesn't that mean-

IVAN
Yes, this world is coming apart. 
I'll do whatever it takes to fix 
it. 

The two dragons exchange glances. 

KIAN
That's quite the task. But seeing 
you today, I don't doubt that you 
can do it. 
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NIMA
But we shouldn't be keeping you up 
with questions. Here. Drink this. 

Nima holds out a bowl of blue liquid. Ivan accepts it, 
bowing his head.

NIMA
It will give you your strength 
back. Now, back to sleep with you. 
You have a long journey ahead.

Ivan lays his head back down on Kian's tail. He looks at 
them as they smile and talk to each other. Ivan thinks to 
himself.

IVAN (V.O.)
So there's a light and a dark to 
everything, I suppose. Just like 
there are bad dragons, there are 
also good. I know so little about 
the very world I'm trying to save! 
I have so much to learn.

Ivan closes his eyes and goes to sleep.

EXT. INFINITY PEAK-NIGHT

A lonely dragon flies through the night sky. The moon is 
only half full, and black holes dot the sky. We see the 
dragon is headed for Infinity Mountain. It reaches the top, 
panting heavily and obviously tired. 

Gyro and Dagon sit together around a small fire that once 
was where the Star of Infinity rest. They notice the 
approach of the dragon and get up to greet it. The dragon 
lands on the edge and bows its head to them. 

Dagon takes the tired dragon's head into his hands.

DAGON
There there, young one. You've 
flown a long way. What news from 
the EasternMost?
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DRAGON
The- the Alpha Dragon! He has been 
slain!

Dagon and Gyro look at each other in alarm. Dagon pulls on 
the dragon's face.

DAGON
Who did this?! What happened to the 
StarPiece?! Tell me!

DRAGON
He was strong, despite his small 
size! He fought with incredible 
power! He wore a green and orange 
scarf!

GYRO AND DAGON
IVAN!!

DRAGON
There was another! He was even 
smaller, but roared like a monster 
and ran faster than I can fly! He 
had gold on his tail!

GYRO
AND Erik?!

Dagon gives Gyro a long look.

DAGON
Another one of your "warriors"?

GYRO
The first. That stubborn, 
headstrong idiot. He must have 
teamed up with Ivan.

DAGON
And now they have a StarPiece! 
Rragh!

Dagon pulls a long, bony sword out from his cape and stuffs 
it into the dragon's chest. The dragon cries out once, then 
gasps for breath before falling to the ground dead. Dagon 
kicks the dead carcass off the edge of the mountain. Gyro 
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turns his head and shuts his eyes, making a small disgusted 
sound.

DAGON
I'll kill those impudent rodents 
who dare disturb my plan. I'll send 
my band of shadow monsters after 
them. No one defies me and lives.

EXT. EASTERNMOST EDGE-DAY

ERIK
Wake up, Ivan! Come on, get moving!

Ivan groans and opens his eyes. It is almost noon. Kian and 
Nima smile and watch Erik and Ivan interact. Ivan gets up 
off the floor sleepily and stretches. Erik barks at him to 
get moving.

ERIK
Come on! Come on! We don't have all 
day! 

IVAN
All right, all right. Pipe down, 
Erik.

Ivan turns to Kian and Nima. He bows to them with a grin.

IVAN
Thank you both so much for your 
help. If there's anything we can o 
for you in return, please-

NIMA
Actually, there is one thing.

Nima nods to Kian, who gets up and leaves. She returns with 
an egg, about the size of a basket ball. It is white, 
speckled with green and grey. Kian gives it to Ivan.

KIAN
This is the egg of our friend, 
Rida. She was killed by those 
ferocious dragons a few weeks ago. 
Nima and I both have children of 

(MORE)
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KIAN (CONT'D)
our own, so there's no one who can 
take care of this little one. We 
dragons learn and grow quickly, 
perhaps it could be of some use to 
you.

Ivan looks at the egg. He bows to the dragons again. 

IVAN
I apologise about your friend. I 
will look after this egg. Thank you 
both very much.

NIMA
Where will you go now? Do you know 
where the other pieces of the Star 
are hidden?

IVAN
We do not. We might find the 
nearest town and ask around. Our 
only clue is that they are hidden 
in extremely dangerous places.

KIAN
Then perhaps you want to travel 
South West of here. There is a dark 
forest with a cave at its center. 
It's rumored that monsters live 
there!

Erik snorts in irritation and folds his arms.

ERIK
Sounds like the perfect place. We 
better get going, then!

Ivan says his last goodbyes to the kind dragons and puts 
the egg in a pack on his back. He follows Erik South West, 
to their next destination.
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EXT. VAST DESERT-DAY

ERIK
Whew! I thought the Barren Valley 
was bad! There's nothing out here 
for miles!

Erik and Ivan walk slowly together through the sand. Ivan 
looks deep in thought. He looks down at Erik.

IVAN
Are you alright? I forget that 
others need to eat and sleep more 
than I do.

Erik looks momentarily surprised by this comment. But then 
composes himself quickly.

ERIK
What are you talking about? I could 
go on for miles! I don't need 
anyone's help!

Ivan nods with a smile. 

IVAN
There's something I still don't 
understand. When you escaped from 
Gyro, why did you choose to live in 
a forest of all places?

Erik stiffens. He frowns and turns his head away.

ERIK
I didn't...! I didn't choose to 
live there.

IVAN
What happened?

ERIK
What, are you my counselor?! Just 
drop it! I live in a forest, 
alright?!

Ivan stops smiling. He understands that he struck a wrong 
nerve. He resigns to silence again. Erik glances back at 
Ivan.
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ERIK
I was... banished, okay? I escaped 
to a nearby town and they didn't 
take kindly to my supernatural 
speed. They called me a freak, and 
banished me.

Ivan turns back to Erik. He talks quietly.

IVAN
That's awful.

ERIK
I mean, all I really wanted was to 
be remembered for something. 
Something heroic! But instead I'm 
the speedy freak who was banished.

IVAN
You want to be a hero?

ERIK
Hey, it was a long time ago. I grew 
up since then.

A smile spreads across Ivan's face.

IVAN
I knew it!

ERIK
What? Knew what?

IVAN
I knew you decided to join me to 
save the world for a reason! Not 
just to get back at Gyro, you want 
to be a hero!

ERIK
Yeah, yeah, whatever. Now you know 
why. Quit smiling so big, you're 
freaking me out!
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IVAN
You act all tough, but on the 
inside, you're just a genuinely 
caring person!

ERIK
What?! No I'm not! I'm a rouge! I 
don't need anyone!

IVAN
Sure.

Ivan grins as Erik's face turns red with frustration.

ERIK
Well, what about you?! What's with 
wearing a scarf in the middle of a 
desert? 

Ivan's smile disappears. The memory of Anya giving him the 
scarf returns. Ivan shakes his head.

IVAN
I'm never taking this scarf off.

Erik looks slightly taken aback.

ERIK
What, you got nasty scars on your 
neck or something?

IVAN
It reminds me what I'm fighting 
for.

Erik falls silent for a moment.

ERIK
The princess gave that to you?

Ivan stops walking and kneels down next to his short 
friend. He reaches under his scarf and pulls out Anya's 
tiara.

IVAN
This scarf was made for me by her 
royal highness. On our wedding day, 

(MORE)
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IVAN (CONT'D)
Dagon, the king of Darkness, 
dragged her into his world. All 
that was left of her was her tiara. 
The only way I can get her back is 
putting the Star back. These two 
things are all I have left of her.

Ivan stands and begins walking again. Erik stays still for 
a moment before running to catch up to him.

ERIK
Well don't get all mushy on me, 
Ivan. We'll get your girl back.

Ivan smiles. He reaches down and tousles Erik's head. Erik 
growls, but allows him to do it. Then he smiles.

ERIK
For the record, as much as I want 
to be a hero, I'm still excited to 
kick Gyro's butt.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

The king paces the large room alone. He looks perplexed. 
There are more holes in the sky, and the sun is dark 
orange.

KING
What should I do? The people are 
becoming more restless. If I don't 
find a way to comfort them soon, 
they might rebel against me!

GYRO (O.S.)
How terribly wonderful!

The king whirls around to see Gyro. He is leaning against 
the throne with a smile.

KING
Gyro! How dare you show your face 
here after what you've done! Leave 
this place! You are not welcome 
here!
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GYRO
Heh, you think you're so powerful. 
That the sheer, commanding tone in 
your voice alone will whisk me 
away, never to return.

Gyro walks toward the king slowly.

GYRO
But power is a fickle thing. It 
meas nothing if there is no one to 
support you.

Gyro reaches out a hand and the king's crown flies off his 
head and lands on Gyro's.

KING
You think these people will follow 
you?! You're not fit to be king!

GYRO
You're right. I deserve so much 
more! Which is why I will be 
henceforth known as Gyro, Overlord 
of The World!

The room darkens. Gyro flings his arm in the king's 
direction. The king falls to the ground. His wrists and 
ankles are tied together with magic, and his mouth is bound 
as well. The doors close, concealing him. Then he opens the 
doors and walks out to the courtyard, where many frightened 
subjects have gathered.

EXT. COURTYARD-DAY

SUBJECT 1
Gasp! It's the wizard Gyro! And 
he's wearing the crown! What has 
happened?!

GYRO
People of Arbei! Your king is no 
longer able to serve you! 
Circumstances have become 
overwhelming for someone of his age 
to comprehend! Which is why I have 

(MORE)
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GYRO (CONT'D)
taken it upon myself to rule in his 
stead!

SUBJECT 2
But how can we trust you? You were 
banished!

GYRO
It's true, my past is regrettable. 
But look! Using my magic powers, I 
can bring back those of you who 
have been lost to the Spirit Realm!

Gyro snaps his fingers, and something that looks similar to 
a peasant appears. He resembles the peasant in features, 
but is almost void of colors and stares off into space 
uncomprehendingly. A woman runs up to him.

WOMAN
Oh Gerald! You're back! I missed 
you!

The people turn to Gyro with wonder in their eyes. Gyro 
brings back several of the people, then subsides.

GYRO
My magic is running low today. Come 
back tomorrow and I will continue 
to restore this wonderful city back 
to its original glory! 

The people cheer. Gyro grins proudly and returns to the 
great hall.

INT. GREAT HALL-DAY

The king is struggling on the floor. Gyro snaps his fingers 
and the king's mouth is loosed.

KING
Those peasants, they weren't real, 
were they?

Gyro throws back his head and laughs.
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GYRO
Of course not! You think I could 
reverse the power of Dagon? I 
merely made puppets that will tide 
them over until things get... 
interesting.

KING
What do you mean, interesting?

GYRO
Oh, if I told you that, it would 
ruin the surprise! Tut, tut, your 
highness. It's time for you to go 
to your new living quarters! 
Guards!

The guards enter the room. They see Gyro on the throne and 
immediately charge at him. Gyro waves his hand at them and 
they halt.

GYRO
Guards, take my slave to the 
dungeon where he belongs, will you?

The guards move sluggishly, but obey. They pick the king up 
and take him away.

KING
The people will realize you're a 
fraud! You'll be overthrown!

GYRO
We will see about that...

INT. OAKDALE BAR-DAY

There is a small town next to the Darkened Foret called 
OakDale. It is filled with rough people used to the 
harshness of the forest they live next to. We see a bar, 
drunken people everywhere. A piano is being played with a 
lighthearted tue to keep the occupants calm. 

Ivan and Erik enter the bar. They look wearied from 
traveling so far. Erik perks up immediately.
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ERIK
It's been so long since I had a 
drink! And look at all the women!

He starts for the bartender. Ivan grabs his tail and holds 
him bak.

IVAN
Strictly water. We don't want any 
trouble, especially if we want help 
locating the StarPiece.

ERIK
Yeah, yeah. I hear ya. You want 
something or not?

IVAN
Water. I'll find a table.

Erik and Ivan part ways. Ivan finds an empty table in the 
back corner and sits down. He pulls out a map and lays it 
out on the table. Erik approaches with the drinks.

ERIK
You got that map memorized yet? You 
stare at it all the time!

IVAN
Listen, we need to locate the most 
dangerous places in Arbei. There's 
only four pieces left, so we need 
to think carefully. 

Erik glances around and leans in towards Ivan.

ERIK
That's great, but I think we have 
other things to worry about right 
now. That thug over there has been 
staring at us ever since we walked 
in. We best keep a low profile. Put 
that map away.

Ivan looks over and sees a massive thug, sitting alone at a 
table and eyeing the two of them suspiciously. Ivan quickly 
folds the map and puts it in his bag. Erik and Ivan sit 
together in silence, drinking and avoiding eye contact with 
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everyone. Suddenly, a woman approaches with a warm smile.

WOMAN
Do you mind if I sit with you? 
There aren't any empty tabes left.

Erik looks at the woman and his jaw drops. Ivan nods once 
and makes room for her at their table.

WOMAN
My name is Myra. What are yours?

Erik continues to stare dumbly. Ivan casts a concerned 
glance in his direction.

IVAN
My name is Ivan and this is my... 
brother. 

Ivan kicks Erik's foot under the table and he snaps back to 
reality.

ERIK
Erik! I'm Erik!

MYRA
Nice to meet you both. What brings 
you to OakDale?

IVAN
We're here because of the forest. 
My brother and I are warriors and 
up for a challenge. We heard this 
place is excellent for fighting 
against monsters to train, so we 
came to see for ourselves.

MYRA
You came to the right place! But I 
would be careful. Some say the 
forest has recently become haunted.

ERIK
Haunted? What do you mean?
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MYRA
Black holes appeared in the forest 
a while ago. People have been 
disappearing. People have seen 
others who died long ago walking 
through the forest. 

ERIK
Yeesh! That's a little concerning.

IVAN
Nevertheless, we'll be going into 
the forest tomorrow.

Myra looks a little disappointed. Then she leans closer to 
Ivan and smiles.

MYRA
You're very brave. I admire that in 
a man.

Ivan flinches and turns to stare at his drink, sitting 
untouched on the table. Myra scoots closer to him.

MYRA
Such a polite and gentlemanly man, 
it's a wonder you don't have women 
flocking all around you!

Ivan reaches under his scarf and pulls out Anya's tiara. He 
fiddles with in nervously. Erik grins. Myra notices the 
glint of gold.

MYRA
My! What a spectacular piece of 
jewelry! Is that emerald genuine?

Ivan's face changes as he gets an idea. He immediately 
looks more relaxed.

IVAN
Why, yes! I'm, er, quite partial to 
valuable items. Gold, silver, rare 
gems... I'm always on the lookout 
for them.

Myra perks up.
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MYRA
Really? How interesting! I've heard 
that there's valueable treasure in 
the deepest part of the Darkened 
Forest! It has been collected there 
by the monsters that live in the 
forest!

Ivan grins widely.

IVAN
You don't say! Erik, we head out 
tonight!

ERIK
Tonight? But I though you said 
tomorrow!

IVAN
I've changed my mind. Come on, 
Brother! Let's go find some 
treasure!

Ivan stands and bows to Myra.

IVAN
Thank you for your help!

Myra's smile disappears as she watches Ivan and Erik leave 
the bar. Then she gets an idea and hurries after them.

EXT. OAKDALE TOWN SQUARE-DAY

As they walk through the town, Erik grins slyly at Ivan.

ERIK
That Myra was a right nice piece of 
work, huh?

Ivan glances disapprovingly at him.

IVAN
Erik, we hardly know her!

ERIK
Ah, but I think she likes you!
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IVAN
I'm taken.

Erik shrugs and smiles.

ERIK
Fine then, more for me.

IVAN
Erik!

MYRA
Ivan! Wait!

Ivan and Erik turn to see Myra running towards them.

ERIK
Look who has the ladies chasing 
them through town!

IVAN
Shut up.

Myra catches up to them and takes off her shawl. We can see 
that she is an archer, she is dressed accordingly, and has 
a bow and arrows strapped to her back.

MYRA
If you want to get to the deepest 
part of the forest alive, you're 
going to need my help. I know the 
area fairly well.

Ivan bows to Myra politely.

IVAN
We are grateful for your offer to 
help us, but we're very capable by 
ourselves.

MYRA
Not if you don't know where you're 
going.

Erik nods towards Ivan seriously.
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ERIK
You know, she's right. I doubt 
we'll find anyone else willing to 
show us the way in this town.

Ivan sighs, defeated.

IVAN
Alright. Thank you, miss Myra. When 
will you be ready to go?

Myra smiles.

MYRA
Now.

EXT. DARKENED FOREST-DAY

Even though it is daytime, it is very dark. The trees are 
fairly thin, and have grown close together. Ivan looks 
around in wonder.

IVAN
I've never seen a forest this thick 
before! 

MYRA
The forest is unkempt. Only 
extremely brave people venture in 
here, and they only come for the 
fights and the treasure.

Ivan falls silent as he realizes that's the only reason he 
is here. He looks down at Erik. Erik is alert, looking in 
all directions, listening. 

ERIK
There's no birds. It's too quiet.

Ivan nods in agreement. He focuses in on the silence, the 
sound of their footsteps fade away. Ivan can hear an 
ominous low humming in the distance. 

IVAN
We're not alone. I can sense 
something nearby.



76.

The three of them stop and Myra and Erik look at Ivan 
warily. Ivan pulls out his sword. He points it ahead of 
Myra.

IVAN
There's something over there.

Ivan cautiously steps forward. He stops a few feet ahead of 
Myra and gasps.

ERIK
What? What is it?!

Ivan uses his sword and prods it at the air in front of 
him. As he does so, the blade disappears. Ivan pulls his 
sword back, but there is some resistance. It finally comes 
back with a suction sound. Ivan puts a hand to the blade of 
his sword and gasps and pulls his hand away quickly.

IVAN
It's hot.

MYRA
What is that?

Ivan squints at it. Suddenly, a memory surfaces. He stands 
before the king, holding Anya's hand. Suddenly a black hole 
appears and a giant skeletal hand reaches out and takes 
hold of Anya, tearing her away from him. Everything is out 
of focus, save for the hole that Anya is dragged into. 

Ivan puts a hand to his chest and moans. Myra and Erik rush 
to him. Ivan falls to his knees.

ERIK
Ivan! What's wrong?

IVAN
This... This is a hole into the 
Spirit Realm. They've spread here 
too.

Ivan looks up at Myra.

IVAN
That's why there's dead people 
walking through the forest. They 

(MORE)
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IVAN (CONT'D)
come here out of these holes, but 
every time they do, a mortal has to 
disappear into the Spirit Realm.

MYRA
That explains the missing people! 
What happens to them?

Ivan bows his head and speaks in a very low voice.

IVAN
If only I knew. We'll stop here for 
the night. It's too dangerous to 
travel in the dark with these holes 
everywhere.

Erik streatches out on the ground with a satisfied sigh.

ERIK
Finally! A chance to rest my feet! 
Night, you two!

Myra glances at Ivan with a slightly amused look.

MYRA
Well, someone's going to get
some sleep tonight!

Ivan only smiles halfheartedly. He is obviously not is his 
regular optimistic mood. He lays down in the grass against 
a tree and keeps his sword close. Myra starts a small 
campfire. She gets some food out of her small pack and 
begins to eat. Ivan closes his eyes and falls asleep.

EXT. WHITE EXPANSE-DAY

Anya stands before Ivan in a shimmering white dress. She 
smiles. A tear trickles down Ivan's face.

IVAN
Anya... I miss you.

Suddenly, a dark figure rises up behind Anya. It is Dagon. 
He envelops Anya in his black cloak and she vanishes from 
sight.
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DAGON
She's mine, now! You will never get 
her back!

IVAN
No! Anya! Come back! ANYA!

EXT. DARKENED FOREST-NIGHT

Ivan gasps and sits up, sword in hand. The little camp fire 
is almost dead. Ivan takes a few deep breaths and relaxes, 
putting his sword away.

MYRA
So who's Anya?

Ivan looks and sees Myra. She is awake and staring into the 
last buring embers of the fire. Then he looks away.

IVAN
My... My wife.

MYRA
What happened to her?

Ivan looks back at Myra. She has sadness in her eyes. Ivan 
looks guilty.

IVAN
She was stolen from me on our 
wedding day. Dagon took her.

MYRA
THE Dagon? The King of the Spirit 
Realm Dagon?

IVAN
Yes.

MYRA
But why?

Ivan takes a deep breath. He feels for the tiara around his 
neck and rubs it with his thumb to comfort him.

IVAN
It's a long story.
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MYRA
Tell me anyway. It seems like it's 
connected with these black holes 
and spirits haunting the forest.

Ivan looks at Myra for a long time. Then he reaches into 
his bag and pulls out the StarPiece.

IVAN
Do you know what this is?

Myra gasps. Her eyes grow wide with fear.

MYRA
That's... Isn't that...?

IVAN
It's a piece of the Star of 
Infinity. It was broken apart
and scatered in dangerous places 
all over the world.

MYRA
But that means...

IVAN
Yes. This world is decaying. If I 
don't get all the pieces back 
together and on top of Infinity 
Mountain in time, there won't BE a 
Mortal Realm. That is Dagon's plan.

Myra sits in shocked silence for a while. Ivan puts the 
StarPiece carefully away.

IVAN
That's why I'm afraid to have 
others help us. Dagon is constantly 
trying to kill Erik and I, and he 
might try to kill those who help us 
as well.

VOICE (O.S.)
Well, you're right about that.

Myra gasps in horror as Ivan jumps up and grabs his sword. 
There is nothing there.
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IVAN
Show yourself!

There is a horrifying laughter, almost inhuman. Erik wakes 
up and looks around in surprise.

ERIK
What's going on?!

Ivan ignores him, listening for anything out of the 
ordinary. Suddenly, a branch snaps to his right. Ivan 
lunges in that direction with his sword. There is a 
chilling scream. Ivan is spattered with black, inky blood.

IVAN
Erik! Start a fire! I can't see 
anything!

Erik begins to light the fire. Myra grabs up her bow and 
arrow. Ivan stands at the ready. A drop of something black 
his his face from above. Ivan leaps upward. There is 
another scream. Suddenly, Ivan is blown backwards into a 
tree by some unseen force.

MYRA
Ivan!

Ivan quickly recovers.

IVAN
I need light!

Ivan runs toward the fire that Erik has made.

IVAN
Erik! Cover me!

A drop of the black blood on Ivan's face falls into the 
fire. There is a sizzling sound, followed by bright red 
sparks. Ivan gets an idea. He picks up his sword, which is 
covered in the inky blood, and dips it into the fire.

IVAN
Erik! Where is it?

ERIK
To your right!
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Ivan, his sword sparking angry red in his hand, charges to 
his right. With this light, he can now see the massive 
black, bubbly figure of a monster-like creature with big, 
sightless yellow eyes. He drives his sword through its 
chest. Immediately, the whole monster bursts into red 
sparks and loud sizzling. Then it slowly melts to the 
ground in a puddle of blackness.

ERIK
Ew! That's nasty!

Ivan puts his sword in its sheath and picks up his bag.

IVAN
We need to keep moving. It's not 
safe to stay in one place for too 
long.

Myra looks shaken. Then she gathers up her courage, and 
follows Ivan.

MYRA
What was that thing? It was huge!

IVAN
Probably sent by Dagon. It knew 
what we were talking about. We need 
to find the StarPiece quickly.

INT. GREAT HALL-NIGHT

Dagon roars in frustration. Gyro looks up from his book in 
surprise.

GYRO
What?! You almost gave me a heart 
attack!

DAGON
That impudent fool! He slayed my 
shadow monster! I'll kill him for 
that!

GYRO
Who?

DAGON
Who else?! Ivan!
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Gyro sits in stunned silence, his book limp in his hands.

GYRO
Ivan... did that? MY Ivan??

Gyro gets up out of the throne and paces the floor slowly.

GYRO
Perhaps I misjudged him... He 
really is turning into the super 
warrior I created him to be.

Dagon turns on Gyro angrily.

DAGON
You! How can you be so sentimental 
at a time like this?! YOUR creation 
is going to be the ruin of both of 
us!

GYRO
You're right! He must be destroyed!

EXT. DARKENED FOREST-DAY

The three companions walk together in silence. Ivan looks 
wearied. Myra looks slightly frightened. Erik looks 
annoyed.

ERIK
Just where is this treasure, 
anyway?!

Ivan pats Erik on the head. Erik frowns.

IVAN
Hush, Erik. We must be getting 
close.

MYRA
How do you know?

IVAN
I've seen ghosts. They're watching 
us.

ERIK
Where?!
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Ivan points to his left.

IVAN
There's one over there. He's been 
following us.

Myra and Erik look and see the faint glow of a ghost. Myra 
gasps a little and the hairs on Erik's tail stand on end.

ERIK
I'm freaked out now.

Ivan looks up at the ghost. It is that of an elderly man. 
The ghost raises his hand as if to wave to them.

IVAN
Guys, I think he's harmless.

Erik rolls his eyes and talks in a sarcastic manner.

ERIK
Oh, in that case, let's just go 
over and talk to dead
people! I'm sure it's perfectly 
safe!

IVAN
Okay!

Ivan strides off in the direction of the ghost. Myra 
whispers after him in fear for him to come back. Erik 
frowns.

ERIK
I need to stop encouraging him. 
Come on.

Erik beckons for Myra to follow as he goes after Ivan. Ivan 
approaches the ghost slowly with a bow.

IVAN
Good afternoon.

GHOST
Afternoon, Sir. What brings you out 
so far?
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IVAN
We search for the hidden treasure 
of the Darkened Forest.

The ghost closes his eyes and sighs.

GHOST
Many have come in search of what 
you're looking for. But all have 
failed. I am not the only one 
watching you. There are many, most 
of which have dark intentions.

IVAN
We do not seek for the treasure 
itself, but something hidden within 
it.

GHOST
I know what you seek, for I could 
not stand here now if the Star was 
in its rightful place. But this is 
a dangerous road you travel.

IVAN
Will you help us?

GHOST
I will. Follow me.

The ghost hovers off in a direction. Ivan beckons for Myra 
and Erik to follow. Erik grunts in disapproval.

ERIK
How do we know we can trust this 
guy?

IVAN
We're running out of options, here. 
Just stay alert.

Myra pulls out her bow and loads it with an arrow.

EXT. DARKENED FOREST CENTER-DUSK

The ghost floats over the ground to a small hill covered 
with trees. He raises and hand and points at the hill.
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GHOST
In there. That is where your 
treasure lies.

Ivan bows deeply to the ghost.

IVAN
Thank you, good sir. I promise we 
will restore the world to order as 
quickly as possible.

The ghost bows in return. 

GHOST
Be on your guard. You're quite 
surrounded.

The ghost turns and leaves. The three companions look 
around them, but see nothing. Erik fidgets nervously.

ERIK
I can't see anyone, but I can 
almost feel them watching us. Let's 
hurry so we can get out of here. 

Ivan nods in agreement. He begins to search the small hill 
for any openings. Erik and Myra stand guard. Ivan comes 
upon a giant boulder. He feels behind it.

IVAN
Guys! I think I found it!

Myra and Erik turn to him. As soon as they do, they are 
ambushed by ravenous forest creatures. Erik pulls out a 
small knife and turns into a blur as he zooms his way 
through the crowd of animals, killing them off one by one. 
Myra gasps in surprise at Erik, but quickly recovers. She 
goes back to Ivan.

MYRA
Where's the opening?

IVAN
Behind this boulder!

MYRA
How are going to get to it?
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IVAN
Stand back!

Ivan crouches down and grabs onto the boulder. Then he 
lifts it off the ground and holds it above his head.

IVAN
Erik! Heads up!

Erik looks at Ivan just as he throws the boulder into the 
middle of the crowd of creatures. Erik gets out of the way 
in time. The boulder crushes several of the animals. Ivan 
grabs onto Myra's arm and pulls her into the cave.

INT. DARKENED CAVE-DUSK

MYRA
How did you... What was... That 
boulder was huge! And Erik! How-

IVAN
Erik and I aren't exactly what you 
would call normal.

Underneath the hill, there is a cave that leads into a 
large underground room. It is almost completely dark. Erik 
skids in just then, panting heavily. 

ERIK
I've sent the rest of them running, 
but they'll probably be back. And 
it greater numbers. Let's grab the 
StarPiece and go!

MYRA
I can't see a thing!

IVAN
Erik! Can you start a fire?

ERIK
Let's see.

Erik grates his claws on the stone wall, causing small 
sparks to fly.
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ERIK
I think I saw something just to 
your left, Ivan!

Ivan feels the wall. He finds a torch. Using his claws on 
the wall, Erik lights it on fire. Ivan holds up the light, 
and everyone gasps. The room is filled with treasure 
everywhere. Every gold item imaginable.

ERIK
We just became richer than the king 
himself!

Erik laughs and lunges at a pile of gold. He places a crown 
that is too big for him on his head.

IVAN
Hold on, Erik. We can't take this 
with us. 

ERIK
Why not?! 

IVAN
My bag is full! We've got this 
dragon's egg. And we need to travel 
light.

Erik frowns. He puts the crown back and digs through the 
treasure. 

ERIK
The StarPiece has gotta be around 
here somewhere!

Ivan and Myra help to look as well. Erik pockets a few gold 
coins as he searches. Suddenly, he disappears into the gold 
pile with a small yelp.

IVAN
Erik?

Myra and Ivan go over to where he was.

MYRA
He's gone! Where did he go?
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Ivan hands Myra the torch and begins to dig through the 
gold. Suddenly, Erik's face emerges. He takes in a gasp of 
air. 

IVAN
Erik! What happened?

ERIK
There's something else in here with 
us! It pulled me under!

Ivan pulls Erik out of the gold and carries him back to 
solid ground. Myra follows. 

IVAN
You two keep watch. I'll search for 
the StarPiece. 

Ivan searches through the gold. Suddenly, he hears metal 
clinking quietly nearby. He turns, but there is nothing 
there. Ivan glances at Erik and Myra, who are standing near 
the entrance, watching fearfully. 

Ivan returns to his work. Suddenly, a tentacle emerges from 
the gold and takes hold of Ivan's ankle. Ivan grunts as he 
tries to stay above the gold. He finally kicks himself 
free. 

ERIK
Ivan! Are you okay?

IVAN
Yes! Hold that torch a little 
higher!

Myra obeys. Ivan warily continues his search. The tentacle 
emerges again, Ivan pulls out his sword and severs the 
tentacle. There is a high-pitched screeching that echoes 
through the cave. The stub of the tentacle retreats back 
into the gold. Then there is silence.

Suddenly, a giant, tentacled monster rises out of the gold, 
screaming angrily. 

IVAN
Get back!
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Ivan slashes his sword at the monster. Suddenly, a glint of 
something catches His eye. The monster is holding the next 
StarPiece in one of its many tentacles, as far away from 
Ivan as possible. Ivan fights the monster, dodging its 
tentacles and taking a swipe at it when possible. 

ERIK
Uh, Ivan! I think we have company!

Ivan turns back momentarily to see the forest creatures 
forcing their way into the cave. Myra calls to Ivan and 
tosses him the torch. Then she pulls out her bow and arrow 
at takes seval monsters out. 

A tentacle takes hold of Ivan's waist and pulls him into 
the air. Ivan uses the torch and stuffs the flaming end 
into the tentacle. The screaming returs. The tentacle 
releases Ivan and Ivan falls to the gold below. 

Ivan groans and picks himself up. He waves the torch at the 
monster to feed the fire back to its original size. 
Suddenly, a forest creature pounces on him. Ivan roars in 
anger and all thought of civility leaves. Ivan bites the 
creature on the neck and flings it off of him. 

Ivan snarls angrily and picks his sword back up. He runs 
straight at the tentacled monster and hacks off several of 
its limbs. The monster whips him in the face, knocking him 
off his feet. 

Ivan opens his eyes. His vision is blurred. The tentacled 
monster continues to whip him. Ivan backs away, feeling for 
anything that could help him. Suddenly, he is lifted off 
the ground by his foot. 

Ivan dangles helplessly above the monster. The monster 
opens its toothy mouth and holds Ivan above it. Ivan 
squints and sees that the tentacle that is holding him 
there is the same tentacle that is holding the StarPiece. 
Ivan pries it out of the tentacle's clutches desperately. 
Then the tentacle releases him. 

Just then, an arrow strikes the monster right between the 
eyes , the monster doubles over, Ivan lands on its head and 
drives the tip of the StarPiece into its head. The monster 
screams horribly. Ivan stabs it again and again. The 
monster falls into the gold heavily, sending Ivan flying. 
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He lands a few feet away in a heap. There is silence. Myra 
stands with her empty bow. She is the one who shot the 
arrow. Erik rushes over the Ivan.

ERIK
Ivan! Ivan! Are you okay?

Ivan sits up and blink a couple times before answering.

IVAN
Yeah... Thanks.

Ivan holds out his hand. There is the StarPiece, its tip 
covered in blood. The torch lays on the ground nearby. Myra 
picks it up and helps Ivan to his feet. Ivan sheathes his 
sword and shoulders his backpack. The three leave the cave 
without a word.

EXT. DARKENED FOREST-NIGHT

Outside the cave, there is a horrible mess. Branches from 
trees litter the ground. Erik looks up.

ERIK
I can see the sky!

Ivan and myra look up as well. Suddenly, the three of them 
jump at the sound of a voice.

VOICE (O.S.)
You killed the RootMonster. The 
forest is healing. 

Everyone turns to see the old ghost, standing before them 
with a smile. Ivan smiles in return.

IVAN
The RootMonster? 

GHOST
Yes. Thousands of years ago, this 
foest was nothing more than a 
garden. Then, a monster came to 
live here, and threatened the lives 
of the creatires that resided here, 
only allowing them to live if they 
brought him gold regularly. 

(MORE)
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Ghost (CONT'D)
Eventually, the monster became one 
with the trees, and the forest 
became dark and overgrown. The 
inhabitants became unruly. Now that 
the monster is dead, the forest can 
retuen to normal.

Ivan smiles. 

IVAN
Wonderful! And we've found the 
second StarPiece!

Ivan holds out the StarPiece and digs through his backpack 
for the other one. He holds the two out and clicks them 
together. Ivan turns to erik. 

IVAN
Erik! Two down, three to go! We're 
getting closer!

Erik smiles. 

ERIK
Let's go get the rest of them, 
then!

EXT. OAKDALE TOWN SQUARE-MORNING

Ivan, Erik and Myra stand together in the middle of town 
square. The residents are talking with each other in the 
background about the change in the forest. 

IVAN
Myra, thank you for your help. We 
never would have suceeded without 
you. 

MYRA
You're welcome, Ivan.

Myra smiles and slowly leans closer into Ivan for a kiss. 
Ivan takes a step back with a bow. 

IVAN
I'm sorry, Myra. My heart belongs 
to another.
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Myra frowns. 

MYRA
I was afraid you would say that.

Ivan smiles a little and plants a kiss on Myra's hand. Then 
he bids her farewell with a wave of his hand. Erik grins 
and stands as tall as he can. 

ERIK
Ivan's taken, but I'm free!

Myra smiles and pats erik on the head. Then she walks away. 
Erik deflates. Then he followes after Ivan. Ivan is 
grinning widely. 

IVAN
Don't worry, erik. There's plenty 
of women in this world! 

ERIK
Quiet, you.

INT. GREAT HALL- DAY

Dagon roars in anger. He punches a giant hole through the 
castle wall. Gyro jumps up. 

GYRO
Hey! Easy! This is my castle you're 
punching!

Gyro uses magic to fix the wall, as though it had never 
been broken. Dagon's eye holes have fire in them. His 
nostrils spout smoke. Gyro backs away. 

GYRO
Whoa. What happened?

Dagon picks gyro up by his neck and growls. The ground 
begins to tremble. Gyro struggles to free himself. 

DAGON
Your idiot creation is in possesion 
of two StarPieces now! Two! Its 
time to take more drastic measures!
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Dagon drops Gyro to the ground and claws at the air beside 
him. Dagon makes a tear in the air and a portal appears. 
Dagon reaches into the portal and drags out two giant, 
heavily armored men. 

DAGON
Gog! Magog! I have a task for you 
two.

GOG
What is thy bidding, Master Dagon? 
Tell me, and I swear it will be 
done! 

MAGOG
Don't ask help from that fool! Send 
me, Master! I will accomplish your 
task twice as fast!

The two knights turn on each other.

GOG
Twice as fast?! I daresay you don't 
even know how to count that high!

MAGOG
Why, you! Counting isn't any use in 
a fight! I could strike you down 
right now with one blow!

Dagon separates the two of them with a giant, skeletal 
hand.

DAGON
Comrades, please. Let me explain 
myself. The first three phases of 
the plan worked perfectly. Get rid 
of the princess guardian, remove 
the Star of Infinity, and send the 
pieces of it to the most dangerous 
places on earth. But there is a 
snag, and his name is Ivan.

Magog cracks his knuckles threateningly.
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MAGOG
You want me to kill someone for 
you? That can be done easily.

DAGON
I have a much more delicious idea. 
I need the two of you to-

GOG
I am not working with that insolent 
fool! He is a blundering ape and 
doesn't think before he does!

MAGOG
You're one to talk! You never do 
anything without contemplating it 
for the longest time! Results 
require action!

DAGON
You two forget your places! Now 
listen to me. I need you to work 
together just this once. I need you 
to create... a Rift.

GOG
A Rift?! Excellent! Such a 
cataclysmic occurance would surely 
speed up the decay of this world! 

MAGOG
Destruction! Yes! How I've longed 
to wreck havoc on the living! This 
will be enjoyable indeed!

DAGON
Excellent. Let me show you where we 
shall place the Rift.

GYRO
Wait!

The three gigantic undead turn to the wizard.

DAGON
What is it, Gyro?
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GYRO
If you're going to harass Ivan and 
Erik, I want to come with you!

DAGON
Fine, fine. You may come along.

EXT. OPEN FIELD-DAY

Ivan and Erik walk along through the tall grass. Erik can 
barely be seen over its height. Suddenly, the pack on 
Ivan's back wiggles slightly. Ivan stops in his tracks in 
confusion. Erik walks right into him.

ERIK
Oof! What was that for?! Why'd you 
stop?

IVAN
Something moved in my bag.

Ivan takes off the pack and sets it on the ground. He opens 
it and gasps. Erik's head pops up next to him.

ERIK
What? What's going on?

IVAN
The dragon egg! It's hatching!

Ivan gently takes the egg out of the bag and sets it down 
on the ground. More cracks appear on the surface of the 
egg. Finally, a section comes off and the egg collapses. A 
tiny green dragon falls to the ground. It lifts itself up 
weakly and blinks at Ivan in confusion.

The dragon's vision is blurry, but it finally is able to 
see Ivan's face, grinning down at him.

IVAN
Hey there, little guy! I'm Ivan!

The dragon squeaks happily and tries to stand. He flops 
onto the ground immediately. Ivan laughs.
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IVAN
It seems like both of us are 
somewhat clumsy to start out with, 
huh?

The dragon makes his way over to Ivan and rubs his head on 
Ivan's arm.

IVAN
Aw, look, Erik! He likes me!

ERIK
He is kinda cute... Hey, dragon! 
Over here!

Erik holds out his hand to the dragon. The dragon smiles 
happily and clamps his jaws down on Erik's hand.

ERIK
Aah! It bit me!

IVAN
Come on, Erik. It's a baby. He 
doesn't have any teeth. And you've 
been through much worse.

Ivan bends down and picks up the little dragon. Then he 
shoulders his backpack and continues walking.

IVAN
What should we name him?

ERIK
Chomper.

IVAN
Come on, Erik, that's not a name. 
How about Niko?

ERIK
Nee-ko? 

Erik shrugs.

ERIK
Sure. He's your dragon.
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The two friends stop as they hear the sound of water 
running.

ERIK
Do you hear that? It sounds like a 
stream nearby!

IVAN
Yeah! Over here!

Ivan and Erik bound towards the source of the sound. There 
is a river not far away. Erik sloshes right into the river 
while Ivan kneels down at the bank and scoops water up in 
his hand to drink.

ERIK
Water! I haven't had anything to 
drink in days! So beautiful! 

Erik plunges himself under the water. Niko watches with 
interest. He climbs out of Ivan's arms and begins to drink 
on his own. Ivan continues to drink when suddenly he stops. 
He holds completely still with his ears perked, listening.

IVAN
Erik! Quiet! I'm trying to listen!

ERIK
To what??

Ivan is about to answer when he hears a roar. He jumps out 
of the way and grabs up Niko just as a toothy battle axe 
comes down where he was. Ivan looks up and sees a massive 
black knight towering over him. 

MAGOG
Impressive. Only someone with 
superior skill could get away from 
me fast enough. You must be Ivan.

IVAN
How do you know my name?

ERIK
Hey! Lemme go! 

Erik is picked up by his tail by Dagon. Dagon looks at the 
golden cuff on Erik's tail and turns to Gyro.
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DAGON
One of yours, I assume?

GYRO
Unfortunately.

ERIK
Gyro! Grrrr! Lemme at him! 

Ivan pulls out his sword and lunges at Magog. Magog easily 
blocks him and throws him to one side. Gog catches him and 
pins him to the ground. Then he pries the baby dragon out 
of Ivan's hands. 

GOG
What's this? An infant dragon! 

DAGON
Leave it. It's no use to us. It's 
from the domestic breed. 

Gog allows the baby dragon to squirm out of his hands. Niko 
scurries away and hides in ivan's backpack. Gyro laughs 
triumphantly. He bends down so that he's face to face with 
Ivan.

GYRO
Even you cannot withstand the 
awesome power of Dagon. 

He turns to Dagon.

GYRO
Create the Rift!

Dagon comes and takes Gog's place of holding Ivan to the 
ground. Dagon pins Ivan to the ground with a giant bony 
foot. Ivan gasps for air.

IVAN
Erik! Erik, are you alright?

ERIK
I'm fine!

IVAN
Erik, what's a Rift?
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ERIK
Imagine ripping a gaping hole in 
the Mortal Realm!

Gog pulls out his sword and holds it in the air. The wind 
picks up significantly. Magog pulls out his battle axe and 
holds it up as well. The ground begins to rumble. Gog and 
Magog hit their weapons together and a bolt of lightning 
strikes the ground. 

A crack appears in the ground, and inky blackness begins to 
bubble from it. Gog and Magog use their weapons and make 
the hole bigger and bigger. Until it makes a large gash in 
the earth as well as reaching up to the sky. Ghosts pour 
out of the hole, moaning and screaming. 

ERIK
More dead people?! But mortals are 
going to start disappearing like 
crazy!

GYRO
Take a good long look, Ivan! We're 
doing this because you wanted to 
save the world!

Ivan looks at the towering crack. Then he glances over at 
his bag. Niko is crawling on the floor with determination 
on his face. He slithers towards Ivan. Ivan whispers to 
him.

IVAN
Niko! Niko, I need to get out of 
here. Can you make a distraction 
for me?

Niko nods and climbs up on Ivan's head. Then he gets up on 
Dagon's foot. Magog steps over to Ivan.

MAGOG
Hand over the StarPieces you have 
collected! Now!

IVAN
Never!



100.

MAGOG
I could kill you right now!

IVAN
If you kill me, I'll just come back 
as a ghost through the Rift you 
just made! I'll do whatever it 
takes to stop you!

Magog roars and punches Ivan across the face. Ivan glowers 
at him. 

MAGOG
I'll settle this!

Magog raises his axe. Ivan cringes in preparation for the 
blow.

DAGON
What the?!

Dagon roars and reels back, dropping Erik and taking his 
foot off of Ivan. Ivan looks up and sees Niko slithering 
into Dagon's nose. Dagon accidentally kicks magog into Gog 
and they both fall into a heap. Ivan picks up his sword and 
he and Erik both run at Gyro. A look of fear crosses his 
face and he holds out his hand. Red sparks fly from his 
fingertips.

GYRO
Acromentos!

Erik is blown backwards. Ivan turns to him.

IVAN
Erik! 

Gyro increases his strength using magic and punches Ivan in 
the shoulder. Ivan turns around and the two of them fight. 
Ivan is obviously winning. He places a blow to Gyro's face 
and Gyro stumbles backwards. 

Ivan winds up for one final punch when Gog, who is lying on 
the ground nearby with an unconscious Magog on top of him, 
reaches out and grabs Ivan's foot. Ivan trips over Gyro and 
lands with his nose just an inch from the Rift. He quickly 
stands up and turns around just as Gyro punches him again.
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Ivan is weakened from using his supernatural abilities. 
Gyro puts a hand on Ivan's shoulder.

GYRO
I misjudged you, Ivan. I thought 
you would be nothing more than a 
clumsy servant. Instead, you've 
turned into a giant pain in the 
neck!

As Gyro says this, he takes hold of Ivan's neck and pushes 
him towards the Rift. Ivan desperately tries to get away. 
He clings onto the edges of the Rift and struggles against 
Gyro's hand.

Dagon is finally able to remove Niko from his skull and 
throws him to one side. Erik lifts himself from the ground 
groggily. He sees Ivan and gasps.

ERIK
Ivan!

IVAN
E-Erik! Take Niko and the Pieces 
and get out of here! 

ERIK
But what about you?!

IVAN
GO!!

Erik finally gets up and zooms to Ivan's bag. He takes it 
and scoops Niko up in hs arms. Dagon lunges at him, but 
Erik zooms away without another glance back. Dagon turns to 
Gyro and Ivan. He roars in anger. With a giant sweeping 
motion, he brings his giant skeletal hand around. Gyro 
looks back and gasps, leaping out of the way just in time 
before Dagon pushes Ivan into the Rift. Despite Ivan's 
desprate struggles, the sticky blackness overtakes him, and 
Ivan disappears into the Rift. All is silent.

GYRO
Whow. For a second there, I thought 
you were going to push me in as 
well!
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Dagon doesn't answer. Instead, he nudges Gog and Magog with 
his foot.

DAGON
Get up you tin cans! I have a new 
job for you.

Gog and Magog scrape themselves off the floor slowly.

GOG
Wha... What is thy b-bidding, 
Master?

DAGON
You will both go to the remaining 
StarPieces and protect them where 
they are. I am keeping the last one 
with me as a precaution. 

Gog and Magog bow to their master and leave. Dagon turns to 
Gyro.

DAGON
I suggest you return to your 
castle. 

Gyro nods silently and disappears in a cloud of smoke. 
Dagon stands alone for a moment. He turns and looks at the 
Rift for a moment. Then he disappears as well.

Erik zooms back into view. He and niko look around in 
wonder.

ERIK
Everyone's gone! Ivan! Ivan, where 
are you?

INT. SPIRIT REALM-DAY

Everything is dark. A torch hooked to the cave wall dimly 
lights the area around where Ivan lays motionless on the 
ground. The rock floor and walls are red in color. 
Suddenly, a bucket of water is dumped on his head. Ivn 
jumps up with a gasp. There is a man standing before him 
with an empty, dripping bucket.

IVAN
Who are you?
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RUDY
Name's Rudy. You're not dead. How 
did you get here?

IVAN
Dead?

RUDY
I see. You were dumb enough to get 
sucked in here from the portals. 
You're still alive.

IVAN
Where's here?

Rudy smiles.

RUDY
Welcome to Hell.


